
It’s December, and as 2017 draws to a close, 
we’d all do well to stop and think about the 
past 12 months and how they should inform 
the year that is to come. As is the case most 
years, we have much that we have done 
and much yet to do. We have a D97 vision to 
help guide us, developed by hearing from 
teachers, families and students that makes 
our commitment clear: D97 creates a positive 
learning environment for all District 97 stu-
dents that is equitable, inclusive and focused 
on the whole child. 

Inclusion means finding ways for all students 
to be together – learning together, playing 
together and being together. This year our 
efforts to increase inclusion have led us to 
provide special education and other support 
services using a “push in” model whenever 
possible. That looks like a teacher going into 
a general education classroom and working 
with or alongside the classroom teachers. It 
also means raising the awareness and sensi-
tivity of the entire community around special 
needs, about students being together more 
often, and how we can be more informed and 
empathetic. We also have opportunities to 
be inclusive as we welcome students living 
at Hephzibah house and help them to be as 
connected to our school and school commu-
nity as any other student. The opportunity to 
pursue inclusion does not fall solely to the 

professionals at school. As you plan your next 
birthday party or play date, please talk with 
your child about who might be included and 
what could be a plan for them to feel fully a 
part of what is happening!

One way we assess our positive learning 
environment is by way of the PLESS (Positive 
Learning Environment Student survey) we 
administer twice a year. Overall, this data is 
very positive, but our school improvement 
plan is focused on seeing growth on two 
particular items:
  
  •When I am at school, I am safe from bullies
  •When I am at school, students at my school 
     treat me with respect

Look for an update in January on how our stu-
dents responded and what’s in store for 2018 to 
help us achieve our goal of a positive learning 
environment for every student, every day.

By the time you read this, our winter festival 
will be over, and Chorus, Band, Jazz band, 
Orchestra and the Gospel Choir will have 
reminded us that we are focused on the whole 
child. Special thanks to Mrs. Rosenblum, 
Ms. Korelc and Ms. Sundquist for supporting 
and rallying the troops. They are essential to 
helping our young performers and artists to 
experience the joy that comes from artistic 
expression, from having an appreciative 
audience and from doing something with 
distinction.

As we pursue equitable outcomes for all Beye 
students, we know that family engagement is 
a key lever for making that a reality. Helping 
families help students is our goal on January 
20th as we host a Math Morning Meet-up from 
9:00-11:00 am for all grades, k-5. Come and 
learn about our Eureka math program and 
how students are constructing mathematical 
meaning and understanding in new ways. 
Get familiar with alternative algorithms, 
math talks and the mathematical practices 

that undergird the Common Core Standards. 
Childcare will be provided as the experience 
is intended for the adults. Our very own 
Diversity Council (DIVCO) is co-hosting this 
event with teacher leaders.

As winter kicks into high gear, please count 
on us going out whenever it is safe to do so. 
Standard attire should include a hat, a scarf, a 
warm winter coat over a layer like a sweat-
shirt or fleece, snow pants, boots and mittens 
or insulated gloves (and never those cute 
knit gloves that are guaranteed to freeze and 
freeze your fingers!). On days that are espe-
cially cold, we offer a warming center, and on 
days that are genuinely dangerously cold, we 
all stay in. At our house, we like to say there is 
no such thing as bad weather, only bad gear. 
Please plan ahead for a winter full of wonder 
and fun by getting the right gear on your child 
and always labelling it for that moment when 
it gets misplaced!

As we head to winter break, I hope you and 
your family experience true joy and true 
peace, and that your New Year brings the 
prospect of limitless love that will be the 
fuel for everything you are hoping for in 
2018. As always, please email, call or make 
an appointment to stop by with your ideas, 
questions, observations, concerns or causes 
for celebration. The “Let’s Talk” button on our 
home page also awaits you if that’s your go 
to method of communication. Thanks for your 
partnership and support. It is needed and 
appreciated!

Sincerely,
Jonathan Ellwanger, Principal

Portrait of Mr. E, by Caroline M.
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Beye-in Parties

JANUARY BEYE- IN PARTIES

Buy Ticke ts: ht tp://w w w.beyeschoolpto.org/beye-in .html 
before they se l l ou t !

Intere sted in host ing a part y?  Emai l :  jke l logg11@gmai l .com

Chris Everett is a financial planner with over 30 years of experience.  She's sharing her 
expertise on how to save and plan for college before you run out of time. Dinner and drinks 

will be provided at Skrine Chops in Forest Park.

For ADULTS: $25 per person

Early College Planning: JAN. 12

Come get your craft on during a Saturday Crafternoon.

We’ll make gorgeous hanging terrariums while chatting, imbibing and enjoying snacks. You’ll end up with a 

Pinterest-worthy craft and have a blast while doing it.

For ADULTS: $30 per person

CRAFTERNOON: JAN. 13

Beye kids and Belmont Village seniors will work together to create kindness crafts that will 
be donated to a worthy cause. Snacks will be provided.  Please let your child know they will 

not have a craft to take home. 

For KIDS: $25 per person

GIVING ARTFULLY - INTERGENERATIONAL CRAFTING : JAN. 20

The 2nd Annual Pool Tournament and Cards Against Humanity Extravaganza!  It's likely to be a bit of a rager. 
 Pool players and non-pool players welcome. Drop your kids off at the event mentioned below on the same day! 

For ADULTS: $40 per person

SECOND ANNUAL BILLIARDS AGAINST HUMANITY : JAN 20

It will be a fun filled night of gym activities, flashlight tag, movie & popcorn, games, and of 
course SLEEP.  Please eat dinner before arriving.  Bring a sleeping bag and pillow, and 

anything else needed for a night away from home. Perfect for parents attending the Billiards 
Against Humanrity party on the same day!

For KIDS: $10 per person

SLEEPOVER AT BEYE : JAN. 20
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news from the beye PTO & RIGHT AT SCHOOL

http://www.beyeschoolpto.org

Dear Beye Families,

“Nothing says holidays like a cheese log.” ~ Ellen DeGeneres

Welcome to December! The days are the shortest and our lives are the busiest. We hope you have been enjoying the school year so far and 
are ready to move from 2017 to 2018 in a few short weeks. Report cards have already gone out and Beye-In Parties have started. Coming up 
are the Talent Show and Pancake Breakfast, Fun Fair and Spelling Bee, and of course homework and more field trips. 

We hope you have a wonderful time going into winter break – and come back feeling refreshed and ready to tackle the New Year when we 
return in January.

Wishing you a happy and healthy holiday season!
Stephanie Kloster-De La Rosa and Denise Franta, Co-Presidents Beye PTO

News from the Right Club
Season’s greetings Beye Right Club families! Christmas is right around the corner, and with it, Winter Break. 

Our current curriculum theme is “Artsy Fartsy” and in just a few weeks, Right Club will have its own “art museum” filled with creations 
done by your own beloved children. Details for the exhibit are forthcoming, and we are excited as we await the chance for your children to 
proudly display their works.

The “Taste of Right Club” is coming soon. Check your e-mails for details and please spread the word to parents who might want a glimpse 
into our program with a free trial period.

Lastly, thank you to all of the Beye Right Club kids and Ms. Krystle for the birthday wishes and surprise album of encouragement you made 
me. What a spirit-lifting way to begin my 39th year of life. I appreciate each and every one of you! It has been a challenging year on my end 
with a number of major transitions, and one of the things that is guaranteed to bring me joy is seeing each of your children’s faces and the 
warm – and somewhat goofy – greetings I receive when I enter the Commons to begin our Right Club day.  No pictures this month. We are 
saving them for our upcoming exhibit. Happy Holidays!

Submitted by Mimi Farmer, Right Club Program Manager 
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Nature Conservancy

Beye students on film: 
The Nature Conservancy collaborates with Beye to create its 60th anniversary video
Earlier this month, members of the Green Team, Outdoor Explorers and Cub Scouts collaborated with the Nature Conservancy in 
filming a video for their 60th anniversary gala celebration next May. The Nature Conservancy wanted to create a video showcasing the 
important work they do for the environment – and wanted to incorporate kids into that story so that they could share what is import-
ant to them about nature.

More than 20 Beye students and their parents met at the Trailside museum on a beautiful sunny December day and were filmed as 
they enjoyed the outdoors. The activities included a guided tour of Thatcher Woods by a member of the Cook County Forest Preserve. 
In addition, other Forest Preserve members brought out and discussed some native animals including an owl and a turtle. The kids 
were also able to see some of the resident Trailside animals such as the turkey vulture and coyote being fed.   

As part of the filming, the Nature Conservancy interviewed some of our Beye students, asking them questions such as what they love 
about nature, why they like to be outside and why it is important to protect the environment. This was a great opportunity not only for 
our kids to spend a great day together outside, but also to advocate for something that is important to them and their future. Thank 
you to the Nature Conservancy for including our amazing and thoughtful kids in your video!

Submitted by Sarah Staszak Miller, Outdoor Explorers
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news from Green Team & ReGift-BeGift WorkshopNature Conservancy

Beye Students Enjoy ReGift/BeGift 
Workshop During Season of Giving
 
Season’s Greetings! This month’s Beye Green 
campaign was a ReGift/BeGift-themed workshop, 
coordinated by Beye’s PTO Green Team. All students 
were encouraged to participate, and the workshop 
took place during each of three lunch recess periods 
on Monday, December 11th in the Commons. 
 In preparation for the gift-giving season, and with 
“green gifting” in mind, students were invited to 
make coupon books to give to friends and family at 
the holidays, including coupons like: 
  •Have hot cocoa with me, Grandma! 
  •Let’s read a story together, Dad! 
  •Can we take a walk together, Mom? 

Students were creative in composing fun, mean-
ingful coupon messages to friends and loved-ones, 
illustrating what it is to BE a gift to others during the 
holiday season and beyond (signifying the “BeGift” 
message of the workshop).

The “ReGift” portion of the workshop referred to 
the materials available for creating the coupon 
books – recycled paper used on one side, as well 
as repurposed manila file folders (for coupon book 
covers) and recycled yarn (for binding booklets). 
Participating students were also given a local map to 
take home, showing reuse/recycled/upcycled stores 
in the Oak Park area, to help with sustainable holiday 
gift-giving ideas. 
The map is online at bit.ly/OakParkResale 
 To request a printed copy of the map – or, to help 
with future Beye Green Team events and initiatives 
(we’d love to have your help!), please email:
beyegreen@gmail.com. 
 Beye PTO Green Team wishes all students, staff, and 
families seasons greenings – and a happy, healthy 
Winter break!
  
Submitted by Ana Garcia Doyle

Top L:  Jessica B
Middle L:  Brielle R., Ava H., and Ella M.  
Bottom L: Laquoia A. and Kaniya J.
Top R:  Kaniya J., Julia D., Cece M., Morgan B.,   
Delilah C., and Elle R.
2nd  R:  Elle R.
3rd R:  Abby T. and Lucia B.
4th R:  preparing gifts

http://bit.ly/OakParkResale
mailto:beyegreen%40gmail.com?subject=
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Beye PTO’s After School Enrichment Program 
with a Focus in Art and Science

http://www.beyeschoolpto.org/beye-discovery.html
beye.discovery@gmail.com
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BEYE DISCOVERY 

Beye Discovery Highlights: Mid-November through Mid-December... Tis the season…
 In the spirit of “Giving Tuesday”, Beye Discovery students held a fantastic fundraiser, selling their original paintings to support the 
furry residents of the Animal Care League. Students raised $371 through this effort, however gifts to the ACL were doubled on Giving 
Tuesday, bringing the students’ total donation up to $742!!! In May, we will take a Field Trip to the ACL to learn more about the organi-
zation’s work, to take a tour and to make dog toys or a warm blanket : )
 Our Tuesday students were very excited to welcome Oak Park Fiber Artist Pamela Penny. She taught the children how to upcycle wool 
sweaters into handmade trivets, pot holders, or small works of art, embellished with a simple needle felted design. Ideal to create 
and to give as eco-friendly holiday gifts, we found Pamela’s workshop to be a win-win! For students who enjoy fiber arts, Pamela is 
teaching a 4 week after-school course beginning January 22, from 4:30 to 6pm at OPAL (Oak Park Art League). Visit this link to learn 
more: http://opalart.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=87&club_id=173882&item_id=728304
 Beye’s very own Ms. Johnson engaged and inspired our Wednesday students with an introduction to her personal artwork and her 
non-profit work through Tye Johnson Artistry. In addition to being a beloved 5th grade teacher at Beye, Ms. Johnson is a passionate 
artist who embraces and nurtures the intersection of art and social change. Her summer program called Paper heArt for 5th through 
9th graders is one example. For our project, students made paintings on canvas, encouraged by Ms. Johnson to explore ideas more 
deeply and to take chances. The results were fabulous!
 Ms. Gillet captured the attention of our Thursday students, using the textures and colors of the season to create winter themed 
watercolors. Plastic wrap scrunched on top of wet watercolors created beautiful ice-crystal-like textures. Salt sprinkled on the wet 
watercolors also created some beautiful starry effects. Please stop by our display to view these, just outside of the Beye office.
 Our Friday students made some sweet, decorative ornaments for the preschool children at Oak Leaf Academy. The preschoolers 
visit the Beye playground almost every day after school and Beye Discovery students are very excited to meet them in a more formal 
setting. Following the gift giving, BD students will walk back to the Beye playground with a new buddy!
 Our Monday students created adorable clay figures for the holiday season with thin twigs and teeny tiny acorns for eyes, complete 
with decorative ribbons as scarves. This is a great family activity to do on a cold winter afternoon!  
 In closing, we wish everyone a very peaceful, warm, winter break and holiday season to celebrate with family and friends! Do stay 
tuned for more of our creative adventures to come in 2018.

Beye Discovery is an enrichment program of the Beye PTO that offers children opportunities for exploration and growth through creative project-based learning 
in art and science. It is facilitated by Jocelyne Adkins, Program Director, and Maia Gillet, Teaching Assistant. For questions about Beye Discovery please contact: 
Jocelyne at beye.discovery@gmail.com or visit our Beye Discovery webpage at http://www.beyeschoolpto.org/beye-discovery.html
 

http://www.beyeschoolpto.org/beye-discovery.html
mailto:beye.discovery%40gmail.com?subject=
http://opalart.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=87&club_id=173882&item_id=728304
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BEYE DISCOVERY continued...
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Dakin, Turtles with Goggles
Pamela Penny, Fiber Artist
David, Clay Bear
Yusef, Animals and Hot Dog
Viviana, Holiday Ornament
Eva and Annika, Tiny Critters
Ms. Johnson, Visiting Artist
Zander, Clay Santa
Morgan, Ms. Johnson Inspired
Harrision, Ms. Johnson Inspired
Elise, Painting ACL Fundraiser
Aaliyah, Ms. Johnson Inspired
Valen, Tomte Swedish Elf
Zachary, Purchased Salma’s art
Sebastian, Needle Felted Trivet
Rafa, Ms. Johnson Inspired
Hank and mom, Felted Trivet
Salma, Pillow Small Business Day
Charlotte, Ms. Johnson Inspired
Sonia, Ms. Johnson Inspired
Tariq, Needle Felted Trivet

12

17

2

5

10

15

20

3

6

11

16

21



Mr E: @BeyeTheWayBeye School Familieswww.op97.org/beye 

Editors:  
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The Beyelines is an online and hard copy newsletter of Beye School that is distributed monthly in an effort to highlight activities 
and events that have already occurred at Beye School, both in the classroom and outside the classroom.  Articles may be written by 
Beye School Parents, community members, teachers, and students.  

All articles should be submitted to beyelines@beyeschoolpto.org.

BeyeBytes Newsletter:  If you are not currently receiving BeyeBytes email newsletter and would like to be added to the list, please 
send and email to beyebytes@gmail.com.

DECember 2017

Beye School’s PTO fundraising team is looking for volunteers!  Time commitments vary.  Get involved as much as you would like.  
Meet new people and show your kids your school spirit.  Visit the PTO home page and scroll down to the bottom of the page to 
indicate your interest(s):  www.beyeschoolpto.org; www.beyeschoolpto.org/volunteer.html.

about beyelines

volunteer at beye

connect with us

The new design of the BEYELINES is inspired by the Blue and Green Line trains which 
run through Oak Park.  The small circles on the blue and green lines are representative 
of the train stops along those lines which pass through our town.  The fonts used are DIN 
Condensed, Chosence, and Times New Roman.  
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22.  Ornaments for Preschoolers;  23.  Miles, Ms. Johnson Inspired;  24. Jenna, Clay Santa and Reindeer  
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http://www.op97.org/beye 
mailto:beyelines%40beyeschoolpto.org?subject=
mailto:beyebytes%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.beyeschoolpto.org
http://beyeschoolpto.org/volunteer.html

