
Welcome to the 2017-18 
school year and to the 

Beyelines!

What’s in a new name for the PTO 
newsletter?  Well, as much or as little as 
we make of it I suppose. The Beyestander 
was a perfectly good name for decades, 
but perhaps it unintentionally reinforced a 
notion that involvement was for some, and 
that standing by was expected or OK for 
others. It’s not! We are beginning this year 
looking for ways that EVERY family can 
engage with us. We are looking to broaden 
our understanding of ways families can 
be involved and to intensify our outreach 
to families that are new or that may have 
been less involved in years past. To that 
end there is a new inclusion committee of 
the PTO chaired by Charity Caldwell that 
is specifically and intentionally helping us 
to examine what we are doing to see that 
every Beye family is connected to Beye 
School in some way. Using information 
from the survey many of you completed 
this summer, we’ll be looking to expand 
and focus PTO programming to better 
meet the needs of the entire school com-
munity.

“Let’s Talk”
Last year D97 rolled out an online feed-
back tool called “Let’s Talk.”  It allows 
the community to ask questions, seek help 
and make comments via a simple web 
interface. At the district level, those pieces 
of feedback get routed to the appropriate 
department for processing, and where 
appropriate or requested, a reply follows. 
This month we are rolling out the same 
tool here at Beye School. You’ll find our 
“Let’s Talk” button on the Beye School 
home page. Initially, all submissions will 
be routed to the front office staff, though 
in time we may use it to allow more 
specific feedback to individual teams or 
teachers. For now, think of it as a virtual 
comment box where your thoughts, ideas, 
questions, and causes for concern or cele-
bration are all welcome. If you tell us who 
you are and ask for a reply, we’ll get back 
to you. If an issue is raised anonymously, 
it will receive the same attention and will 
still be used to help us learn and grow.

Curriculum Nights
We had fabulous curriculum nights during 
our second week of school! We so appreci-
ate your presence to hear directly from 
your child’s teacher about the year of 
learning ahead, and trust that you walked 
away better informed about what you 
can do to partner with us. Specifically, I 

hope you heard about the most important 
learning for your child this year, how your 
teacher will know what your child already 
knows as well as how their new learning 
is going, and the ways you can support 
and encourage that learning at home. This 
three-fold partnership is the foundation 
for our work together. If you have ques-
tions about any of those three important 
areas, please consider using the upcoming 
parent/ teacher conference to get on the 
same page. Also, please be sure to check 
out the email that went out recently with 
curriculum summaries from our special 
area teachers. We believe these subjects 
are not only “special,” they’re essential, 
and so too then is your awareness of what 
will be happening this year in art, music, 
PE and Spanish. 

Rallying Around Reading
If you popped into one of my curriculum 
night presentations, you heard from me 
directly what. I hope you have gleaned 
elsewhere already- we are rallying around 
reading this year!! There’s always a lot 
to learn in all the subject areas, but we 
know that reading (and language arts) is 
the gateway for almost all other learning. 
In grades k-2 we are rolling out Reading 
Units of Study, which we’ll often call 
readers’ workshop for short. Just like 
the writing units we began in all grades 
last year, this program comes from Lucy 
Calkins and her team at Columbia Teach-
ers College. This summer I was fortunate 
enough to be able to spend a week with 
Dr. Calkins at the Sumer Reading Institute 
she hosts, and to be in a small group with 
her each day becoming acquainted with 
the program, the approach, and the ways 
administrators can maximize the effective-
ness of readers’ and writers’ workshop. As 
we unpack classroom libraries in all home 
rooms in all grades k-5, we are shifting 
our approach to one that will be seeking 
to help all students to always be in “just 
right” books at their level as well as high 
interest books on topics or from genres 
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that totally float their boat! In addition to maximizing 
time in text, we are also honing our explicit instruction to 
be certain students know what good readers do and build 
those skills to propel their own reading.

“With Mr. E” in the Library
To help elevate that interest in reading, reading and more 
reading, I have begun meeting a couple times each month 
with interested readers from all grades at lunch. On a 
Friday at the end of each month, I’m hosting a “Mystery 
With Mr. E.” reading hour in the library. On a Friday in 
the  middle of each month, it’ll be “Fantasy With Mr. 
E.” In both cases, students may elect to come during the 
portion of their lunch period when they’re not eating 
and check out my read aloud, browse titles Mr. Withers 
has selected, or come with a book of their own to read 
independently. We know that enthusiasm for reading is 
something our students must see in our reading lives and 
so this is one way I hope every student will know their 
Principal is working hard to be an avid reader.

Director of Equity
You may have missed the announcement over the summer 
that D97 now has a Senior Director of Equity, Dr. Carrie 
Kamm. Dr. Kamm was already working in the Teaching 
and Learning dept. and her transition to this new role 
will help to ensure that we continue to pay attention to 
ensuring that all students, no matter their race, gender or 
socio-economic status have access to rigorous curricu-
lum and to the supports that may be needed to help them 
succeed. If you ask a variety of people their definition of 
equity, you’ll probably get a variety of answers. When 
we talk about equity, we’re talking about eliminating the 
predictability of who will achieve certain things in certain 
ways and hastening the day when race, socio-economic 
status, gender and other variables beyond students’ control 
will not predict their success in our system. It also means 
continually examining discipline data to see who is being 
disciplined, for what and how often, so all students receive 
similar consequences and supports for similar infractions 
and that just like on the academic side, distributions mirror 
the student body.

Bottle-Filler Fountains
Feeling thirsty? Well, we’ve got something for you- actu-
ally four of them—bottle-filler water fountains!! Thanks 
to the generosity of the PTO who provided some of the 
funds and with help from new D97 Buildings and Grounds 
Director Jeanne Keane, we were able to install fountains 
in the commons, in the gym, on the second floor across 

from the computer lab and on the third floor in the pod. 
These fountains do still function as conventional fountains, 
but also add a water bottle filler on top that allows students 
and staff to get cold, filtered water on tap. They even count 
the number of plastic bottles saved by refilling. So far we’re 
at 2,661 bottles saved school-wide and counting!!

PBIS
Our PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports) 
program has been revitalized this fall as we seek to teach 
toward the behaviors we desire and to reteach when we are 
seeing undesirable behaviors. Our K-3rd grade students may 
now trade in Paw Passes for certificates when they have 
accumulated ten, and add gold stickers for every ten beyond 
that. What a thrill it is for me to walk down the office hall-
way where all the certificates are now on display! We have 
a lot of students doing a lot of things right! Our 4th and 5th 
grade students also have a new incentive component, with 
the establishment of the Cat’s Cave on the second floor just 
across from the computer lab. In that display case students 
now see a variety of prizes they can claim with their Paw 
Passes. There are a variety of prizes available, some being 
tchotchkes and tangibles, but others being time spent with 
teachers. We have seen already that our students are excited 
by these new possibilities and we hope that we will contin-
ue to see more and more of the positive behaviors we are 
teaching in our Second Step program and throughout the day.

New Report Cards
Back on Sept. 20th at the first PTO meeting Mr. Manus 
shared the new report cards and our new performance 
descriptors. His entire presentation is linked in the Thursday 
Packet section of our web site, but in a nutshell the report 
card has been condensed to make It easier for parents to 
read and understand. We heard from many of you (and from 
teachers too) that the number of standards listed on the old 
report card was overwhelming and thus confusing. Where 
it makes sense, we’ve folded related standards together to 
make for fewer grades on the report card. We also changed 
the descriptors we’re using to try to make them clearer too. 
Our four levels of performance now break down this way:

E- Excels- at current grade-level expectations by applying 
and utilizing concepts and skills
M- Meets- consistently meets current grade-level expecta-
tions for concepts and skills
P- Progressing- making progress toward current grade-level 
expectations or demonstrates basic but inconsistent applica-
tion of essential concepts and skills
N- Not Yet- not yet demonstrated understanding of current 
standards and needs more support to develop concepts and 
skills
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Parent/Teacher Conferences
In a few weeks we’ll pause for conferences that take place during 
the third week in October. We take this time in the middle of the 
first trimester to see what adjustments should be made before the 
marking period concludes. For sure, you should hear about what 
your teacher knows best- what’s happening with the learning 
at school. You should also come ready to share what you know 
best—what’s happening with the learning at at home. With that 
kind of dialogue front and center, our partnership will be cement-
ed and students will see that we are a team figuring out what to 
celebrate and what to fix. If there’s anything at conference time 
that would benefit from some conversation with me, I hope you’ll 
invite me to your conference or make an appointment to see me 
separately. Please remember that our PTO provides babysitting 
on Thursday, Oct. 19th from 3-7pm to make it even easier for 
families to attend conferences that day.

Principal Contact 
As always, I hope you will email, call or make an appointment to 
stop by with questions, concerns, ideas, observations and causes 
for celebration. We remain committed as a school and school 
district to creating a positive learning environment that’s eq-
uitable, inclusive and focused on the whole child.  I very much 
need and appreciate your support and partnership to realize that 
vision. Together I know we will make this our best year yet!

Sincerely,
Jonathan Ellwanger, Principal
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--Parents Assisting Student Success--
Do you enjoy watching kids learn?

Have you helped students with reading and math before?
Would you like to fill a much needed role in our school?

Then consider volunteering to be a BEYE PASS tutor!
Tutors are assigned to work one-on-one with a student 

for the school year in areas of greatest need.

Tutoring may involve helping with reading, prac-
ticing math facts, or completing classroom as-

signments all under the direction of the student’s 
classroom teacher.

 
Commitment is once or twice per week for 30-60 minutes.

Interested?  Contact Monica Saydah:
monica@saydah.com for more information

Want to Get More Involved at Beye School?

The library and Beye PASS tutoring programs are 
looking for you!
 

We are lucky to have so many avid readers at Beye, which 
makes for a very busy school library. If you have an hour or 
two to spare (on a regular basis, or just sporadically or even 
once), please consider donating your time to helping out in 
the library. You would be helping to reshelf books and doing 
other jobs as assigned by our librarian, Mr. Withers. This 
would be a huge help to our library staff so they can dedi-
cate their time to helping students identify the perfect books 
for their reading level. If interested, contact Mr. Withers at 
rwithers@op97.org.
 
The library is also always willing to take your gently used 
books off your hands. Please reach out to Mr. Withers to 
arrange a donation!

PRINCIPAL’s letter continueD...
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Dear Beye Families,

Welcome to the new school year! Fall is always a busy time with the adjustment back to homework, afterschool enrichment, sports, 
and the coming holidays. As this school year is already in full swing, we hope your families have settled in to your new routine! We 
also hope you enjoyed the back-to-school picnic and the curriculum nights.

We would love to see you all at the C’mon Beye Party.  Join us on Saturday, October 21 from 7-9pm at the home of Sara and 
Jack Neuner (225 N. Cuyler, directly across the street from the school entrance) for some good food, good drinks, and good company.  
Free babysitting will be available at the school. This is a special night to mingle with others in the Beye community.  

In addition to the C’mon Beye Party, we have a fun year planned will the Fall Book Fair, Kids Running Beye, Trekkers, and 
Turkey Trot all coming up soon.  

If you haven’t already, be sure to install the Amazon Smile extension to your browser. It is an easy way to support the PTO. 
When you use the Smile.Amazon.com to and select Beye PTO as your charity, 0.5% of your purchase total is donated by Amazon back 
to the school. Every dollar we receive helps us continue to provide our families with such a rich school experience.

Beye PTO is a come-as-you-are, whenever-you-are-available and pitch-in kind of group. We are only able to do all that we do be-
cause so many people give their time to help. Thank you to all the people who have and continue to volunteer their time. We are just 
at the beginning of the year so there is plenty of time to help. You can check out the BeyePTO website for more info or email Jeanna 
DiMaria at jeannadimaria@yahoo.com for opportunities to serve.

Wishing you all a happy fall and fantastic school year!
Stephanie Kloster-De La Rosa and Denise Franta, Co-Presidents, Beye PTO

http://www.beyeschoolpto.org
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Thank You for a Terrific Back-to-School Picnic!
I hope everyone had an awesome time at the start-of-year picnic with beautiful weather, a 
variety of tasty food, and so many of our Beye families and staff attending!

A big thank you to Suzanne Cronacher and Jen Kellogg for such a great line up at the picnic.

Thank you to Beye family members that assisted with the raffles, Beyewear sales, face paint-
ing, and recycling:  Jen Dunk, Monique McDaniel, Sara Neuner, Jennifer Alten-Shepherd, Silvia 
House, and Ana Garcia-Doyle. And we want to extend a big thank you to José De La Rosa for 
his fantastic DJ skills.

We also want to thank the custodial staff for all their set up and clean up help. 
You are so appreciated!

Stephanie Kloster-De La Rosa & Denise Franta

back-to-school picnic

SEPTEMBER 2017
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This past summer, nine brave souls accepted the Beye School 2017 Car-Free Summer Challenge.  Between the nine of them, they 
racked up a total of 152 total car-free days!  Grand Prize Winners, siblings Nate and Rob J, each made it a total of 37 days without 
using a car.  When asked if it was ever a challenge to figure out how to get somewhere without a car, Rob said that it really wasn’t 
because their dad bikes with them.  Both would recommend that other students take the challenge next summer because it was fun.   
Not only were these students able to survive without using a car throughout the summer, but one of them (Beatrice A) made it 
70 days without using a disposable water bottle and 3 of them (Addyson E, Austen F, and Jessamyn F) made it through the entire 
summer without using a disposable water bottle!  A huge thank you to all 9 students for participating in the Green Team’s inaugural 
Car-Free Summer Challenge and helping to reduce our carbon footprint!

SEPTEMBER 2017

3-Day Challenge

7+ Day Challenge

Grand prize winners!

            Participant            Grade      Car-Free Days
          Addyson E.          3rd Grade             3
          Beatrice A.          1st Grade             4

            Participant            Grade      Car-Free Days
           Cecelea M.          3rd Grade            7
           Zachary G.       Kindergarten           13
             Chris G.                       2nd Grade           13
            Austen F.                       3rd Grade           19
         Jessamyn F.          1st Grade           19 

            Participant            Grade      Car-Free Days
            Nate J.                      5th Grade            3
             Rob J.                      5th Grade            4

green team summer challenge results!

2017 BEYE SCHOOL CAR-FREE 
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These Beye students took the Car-Free Summer Chal-
lenge and biked instead of taking a car a number of days 
this summer. 

Using a refillable water bottle instead of a disposable 
one reduces our carbon footprint.

green team summer challenge continued...
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Beye’s Green Team Gears Up for Another Year of (Waste) Diversion

Green Team parent volunteers are gearing up for another year of cafeteria-based waste reduction programs 
including lunch waste sorting, Waste-Free-Wednesdays and the Eco-Challenge Quiz. Every school day, Beye 
parent volunteers assist students in sorting lunch waste in the cafeteria. Beye takes advantage of the Village’s 
recycling and large-scale food scraps collection programs to help divert valuable environmental resources from 
being dumped into a landfill. 

The Green Team conducted four waste audits over the 2016-17 school year. We estimate that each school lunch 

period produced about 54 pounds of waste; 95.9 percent of which was diverted from the landfill through com-

posting and recycling. This translates into over 4.5 tons of waste being diverted from the landfill last year!

In addition to food sorting, the Green Team organizes Waste-Free Wednesday (WFW) events. Beginning 
in October, parent volunteers will work directly with students one day a month to reduce food and landfill waste 
in school lunches. After completing their meals—and en route to the food sorting area—students are encour-
aged by volunteers to check in at a WFW table to co-determine whether their lunch is waste-free (i.e., contains 
only reusable, compostable, and/or recyclable items). The below figure shows that the share of waste-free 
lunches increased incrementally last year with May (at over 46 percent) yielding our strongest performance.
 
The eco-challenge quiz is another important component of Waste-Free Wednesdays. 
Classes with highest number of zero-waste lunches and correct answers to the eco-challenge are 
eligible to win eco-friendly prizes such as reusable water bottles and food containers.

Thanks Beye students and parents for participating!
Scott Smith, Beye Green Team

Note: The Village of Oak Park’s CompostAble program is one of the most comprehensive curbside collection 
systems in the country in that it offers year-round service and supports collection of yard debris, paper (e.g., 
pizza boxes) and both vegetable and animal food scraps including meat, dairy and egg products. Unfortunately, 
only five percent of Village households currently subscribe to the program. For more information about how your family 
can extend sustainable waste management practices beyond the school, refer to the program website:
http://www.oak-park.us/village-services/refuse-recycling/compostable-program.
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beye green team Waste-free Wednesdays

http://www.oak-park.us/village-services/refuse-recycling/compostable-program
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beye green team continued...

Quantity and Percentage of Disposed Food by Waste Stream Category, 
2016-17 School Year

Total and Share of Waste-Free Lunches by Month, 2016/2017 School Year
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Beye PTO’s After School Enrichment Program 
with a Focus in Art and Science

Beye Discovery Highlights, 
August & September 2017

We are thrilled to enter our seventh year of 
Beye Discovery and are excited for the pos-
sibilities ahead! Our first day back to school 
was heartwarming, as we welcomed our new 
and returning students, shared stories from 
this summer, and enjoyed some long overdue 
bear hugs! Ms. Gillet, our new teaching as-
sistant, was also warmly welcomed. She joins 
us following a two-year teaching position in 
South Korea. Ms. Gillet is a talented artist 
and a caring educator. We look forward to her 
contributions throughout the year!

Here are some activities we’ve 
enjoyed thus far:

1.  Created “Silly Expressions” Masks on 
our first day back to school, with an “on-
stage” photo opportunity. Take a peek at 
our photos to see Anika and Eva’s awe-
some paper sunglasses that look like the 
real deal!

2.  Hosted Japanese Artist and Educator 
Chinatsu Ikeda. Ms. Ikeda’s presentation 
was focused on her Berlin art installation, 
made with paper cut outs of vegetables 
and other foods found at a Berlin farm-
er’s market. For the project, the children 

worked in groups, chose a theme and illustrated 
the theme with colorful silhouettes and cereal 
box packaging. The student’s’ paper cutouts are 
currently on view this September in the hallway 
outside the Beye office. To learn more about Ms. 
Ikeda and her work, please visit her website at 
www.chinatsuikeda.net.

3.  Sculpted fantasy faces with air-dry clay and ma-
terials from nature, such as winged Maple seeds, 
tiny acorns, acorn caps, and tiny sticks. These 
were fun, imaginative and eco-friendly to make ~ 
a perfect activity for your fall block party!

4.  Learned about Julia Butterfly Hill, a young envi-
ronmental activist, who “tree sat” in an ancient 
Redwood Tree named “Luna” beginning in De-
cember of 1997. By tree sitting for 2 years, until 
a resolution could be reached, Julia saved Luna 
from destruction, despite personal fears, power-
ful storms, and intimidation from loggers. In our 
ongoing activity, students will select their favor-
ite tree within a 6 block radius of Beye School. 
Students will name their tree and paint the name 
on a small rock, to be placed at the bottom of the 
tree. Hopefully, these small rocks will be discov-
ered and thoughtful questions will be raised by 
curious passers-by. Our actions are in honor of 
Julia Butterfly Hill and express our appreciation 
for trees everywhere, as contributors of the air we 
breathe! The picture book “Luna & Me” by Jenny 
Sue Kostecki-Shaw is a wonderful introduction 
to Julia Butterfly Hill’s story and appropriate for 
early learners.

http://www.beyeschoolpto.org/beye-discovery.html
beye.discovery@gmail.com
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BEYE DISCOVERY 
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5.  Built homes for small toy characters, inspired by the picture book, “Iggy Peck, Architect” by An-
drea Beaty. The children had such a great time with this and the variety in the built structures was 
fantastic! Materials included linguini pasta, model magic, cardboard and clay. 

6.  Collaged found materials (from our recycle bin) to create an illustration of a favorite animal, 
inspired by Lois Elhert’s imaginative book, “Rain Fish.” In Ehlert’s book, scraps of cardboard, 
orange peels, ticket stubs, bottle caps and more merge together during rainstorms to create beautiful 
“Rain Fish.”

As pictures often say a thousand words, please take a look at the photos included here to view the cre-
ative fun described above and more!

Beye Discovery is an enrichment program of the Beye PTO that offers children opportunities for explo-
ration and growth through creative project-based learning in art and science. 
It is facilitated by Jocelyne Adkins, Program Director, and Maia Gillet, Teaching Assistant.

BEYE DISCOVERY continued...
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Top L and R:  Clay Fantasy Faces/Critters; Bottom L: Hank, Nature Walk, Insect 
Holes in Branch; Bottom R: Zander, Clay Fantasy Faces/Critters
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Top L: Yusef, Rain Fish-Inspired Collaged Recycle Materials; Middle Left:  
Viviana, Rain Fish-Inspired Collaged Recycle Materials; Bottom L:  Roberto, 
Lady Bug Print; Top R: Valen, Nature Walk Treasures; Middle R: Salma, Bear 
Eating a Fish,  Rain Fish-Inspired Collaged Recycle Materials; Bottom R:  
Rafael, Rain Fish- Inspired Collaged Recycle Materials 

BEYE DISCOVERY continued...
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Top L: Mekhi, Paper Sculpture; Middle Left:  Lucy, Paper 
Sculpture; Bottom L:  Aaliyah, Sonia, Morgan, Built Struc-
ture (from L-R); Top R: Elise, Paper Sculpture;  Middle R: 
Harrison, Built Structure; Bottom R: Ascencion, Butterfly 
Print 

BEYE DISCOVERY continued...
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Welcome to a new year with the Right at School 
after-school program! This month at Right Club, our 
theme was “Dream Team Challenge”.  Each year we 
begin with activities and games that emphasize team 
and community building, enhancing socio-emotion-
al awareness, and of course, making sure we are 
having FUN! One activity was “Building Bridges,” 
where students had to unite as a group, work on 
effective communication and learn how to embrace 
each other’s ideas while constructing bridges sturdy 
enough to withstand our challenge.

As new students come in and try to find their place 
in a new setting, we encourage our older and more 
seasoned children to help make their transition more 
manageable. We have implemented “Big Buddies” 
and “Junior Educators,” who help our new children 
adjust and build friendships, as well as assist the 
program educator and develop a sense of respon-
sibility and leadership –character traits that will 
sustain them for years to come. 

Right Club accepts enrollment school year-round 
for our afterschool program, and there is still 
some availability in several of our Fall Electives 
classes, specifically LEGO, Yoga, Coding, Chi-
nese, Tae Kwon Do, Multi Sports and Chess. Let 
us know how we can enrich your child!

Submitted by Mimi (Jameshia) Farmer
Beye Right Club Program Manager
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Has the Right Stuff 

right at school
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S A T U R D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  2 1
7 - 9  P M

sara@jackandsara.com
please include number/ages for sitting

RSVP BY OCTOBER 19 

H O S T E D  B Y :  
J a c k  a n d  S a r a  N e u n e r  

2 2 5  N .  C u y l e r  

W H A T  T O  B R I N G :  
i f  y o u r  l a s t  n a m e  b e g i n s  w i t h . . .  

 
A - J :  a p p e t i z e r  

K - R :  d e s s e r t  
S - Z :  d r i n k s  

YOU'RE INVITED TO... 

a  p o t l u c k  p a r t y  f o r  t h e  B e y e
c o m m u n i t y

f r e e  b a b y s i t t i n g  a v a i l a b l e  a t  B e y e  f r o m  6 : 4 5 - 9 : 1 5 p m



Mr E: @BeyeTheWayBeye School Familieswww.op97.org/beye 
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The Beyelines is an online and hard copy newsletter of Beye School that is distributed monthly in an effort to highlight activities 
and events that have already occurred at Beye School, both in the classroom and outside the classroom.  Articles may be written by 
Beye School Parents, community members, teachers, and students.  

All articles should be submitted to beyelines@beyeschoolpto.org.

BeyeBytes Newsletter:  If you are not currently receiving BeyeBytes email newsletter and would like to be added to the list, please 
send and email to beyebytes@gmail.com.
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Beye School’s PTO fundraising team is looking for volunteers!  Time commitments vary.  Get involved as much as you would like.  
Meet new people and show your kids your school spirit.  Visit the PTO home page and scroll down to the bottom of the page to 
indicate your interest(s):  www.beyeschoolpto.org; www.beyeschoolpto.org/volunteer.html.

about beyelines

volunteer at beye

connect with us

http://www.op97.org/beye 
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mailto:beyebytes%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.beyeschoolpto.org
http://beyeschoolpto.org/volunteer.html

