
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2/13/2017 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardians,  
 
This letter is to inform you that a few students in your child’s classroom have a severe, life-threatening allergy 
to peanuts and/or tree nuts (including coconut) and all products containing trace amounts of those ingredients. 
If this child contacts even a trace amount of peanuts or tree nuts (ingested, inhaled or absorbed through the 
skin) it can cause anaphylaxis, a life threatening reaction which symptoms include airway swelling and 
respiratory distress, among others. For the safety of these students, your child’s classroom will be a 
peanut/tree nut free room and follow these guidelines:  
      

1. Students will wash their hands upon arrival to the classroom and again before and after lunch. 

2. Snacks- Packaged food must contain ingredient labels and be approved by the classroom teacher. Any 
ingredient labels that have peanut and/or tree nut (including coconut) ingredients or state that the 
product “may contain peanuts and/or tree nuts” or is “manufactured on shared equipment with peanuts 
and/or tree nuts” means the snack is not safe to bring into the classroom and will be sent home. *           

3. No art products/projects containing peanut/tree nut ingredients can be used inside of the classroom.  

4. There will be special days and occasions that students may want to share.  If you choose, you  
may consider sending/donating a book or game to the class in your child’s name or sharing stickers  
or pencils.  

      
* IMPORTANT: Product formulations may change so ALWAYS double check the package to ensure the item is 
not processed in a facility that also processes nuts.  
          
If you have any questions or concerns with this matter, please contact Dr. Zelaya, czelaya@op97.org or 
Diane Ciancanelli, our school nurse, dciancanelli@op97.org. Since it is easy to forget these concerns when 
you do not live with them daily, we will be sending home periodic reminders. We appreciate your support and 
understanding in keeping all our children safe. 
      
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Dr. Christine Zelaya  
  
Diane Ciancanelli RN PEL-CSN        
     
 

 
508 N. Kenilworth   Oak Park    Illinois    60302    ph: 708.524.3100   fax: 708.524.7622   www.op97.org/holmes 
 
 

mailto:czelaya@op97.org
mailto:dciancanelli@op97.org

