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Snowy Science Night 
By: Vivien Pope 

 
Did you go to this year’s        

annual Science Night at    
Longfellow? Many students loved    
the Snowy Science Night theme!     
In fact, the Bears Bulletin reporters      
even interviewed a teacher who     
attended, and helped out at, this      
exciting event. Her name    
is…………Ms. Golemes!  

Ms. Golemes told us a lot       
about why she liked the Snowy      
Science Night, and we will share      
this exclusive information with you!     
We asked her how the committee      
came up with the Snowy Science      
Night activities, and she said that      
Mr. Pod, Mrs. Djikas, Mrs. Ryan,      
and some parents researched    
science experiments that had to do      
with snow. The committee decided     
to have a snow theme since it was        
winter and there are a lot of fun        
experiments that have to do with      
snow. 
     We asked Ms. Golemes why 
she wanted to help out at the 
Snowy Science Night.  She said 
that she helped out last year and it 
was really fun!   She also loves 
doing science experiments. 
Students who attended this year’s 
Snowy Science Night were able to 
do things like create snowmen, 
igloos, ice castles, and even snowy 
slime!  We are lucky to have such 
awesome teachers and parents 
who put on such fun events for us! 

 

 

 

Teacher Spotlight 
By: Laura Brewer-Davis and Diego Munoz 

 
Ever wonder what your     

AWESOME teachers here at    
Longfellow do after they finish     
class every day? Or what their first       
names are? Or maybe even what      
it’s like being a teacher? If any of        
these questions have ever    
crossed your mind, you’re about to      
get the answers to them and more       
from a few of our teachers.  
     Ms. Jenny Raia is one of our 
school’s art teachers.  Ms. Raia 
has been here at Longfellow for 14 
years. In her free time she likes to 
read, exercise, walk, look at art, 
and hang out with friends. She has 
a pet beta fish named Flippy 
Fishbone. Her favorite thing about 
Longfellow is that it feels like a 
second home. She loves all of the 
parents and families. She also 
loves being an art teacher 
because she gets to be creative.  
     Ms. Lindsay Golemes has been 
here for 2 years.  She spent half of 
a year student teaching in 
kindergarten and the other 1 ½ 
years teaching 3rd grade. In her 
free time she likes to ride her bike, 
go to movies, make jewelry, spend 
time with family and friends, and 
take photographs. She considers 

Water Fountains 
By: Savannah Sehn 

 

Do you think we have enough         
water fountains at Longfellow?    
Many thirsty students wish we had      
more. If there were more water      
fountains in the school it would be       
much more efficient for all of the       
students in the school to be able       
to quickly get a drink of water after        
lunch or recess.  

We have a total of 20       
classroom fountains and 10    
hallway fountains in our school.     
This means that not every     
classroom has their own water     
fountain, so many students need     
to use the hallway fountains to get       
water. 

Did you ever notice that we       
don’t have any water fountains     
outside on the playground? Mrs.     
Dolezal tells us that one of the       
reasons why we don’t have any      
water fountains outside is because     
they could be very hard to keep       
them clean. One reason they     
could be hard to clean is that       
some students might try to wash      
the mud off of their shoes in the        
fountain. Another reason they    
could be hard to clean is that pets        
and other animals could get into      
them. 

There are plans to install two       
refrigerated fountains on the third     
floor, sometime in the future!  
       Stay hydrated Longfellow! 

 



 
 
 

HELP WANTED: 

The Longfellow Bears Bulletin 

is always looking for new 

reporters!  Do you love to 

write, ask questions, and get 

the facts?  If so, join the 

Longfellow Bears Bulletin 

Newspaper Club, because 

you’re a perfect reporter! 

Our club will start up again in 

April! 

 
 
Celebrating Black History 

Month 
By: Maxwell Cook 

 
        Did you know that February is 
Black History Month?   All classes 
around our school celebrate it in 
various ways. For example, Mr. 
Pod’s second grade class was 
reading about Ruby Bridges. Ruby 
Bridges was a young civil rights 
activist.  Black History Month is 
where we celebrate 
African-Americans and their 
achievements and contributions.  
All third grade students each 
researched different influential 
African-Americans and wrote 
reports about them.  Many classes 
also take time to learn more about 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, and 
listen to his “I Have a Dream” 
speech.  
      One big way that students, 
teachers, and families can all come 
together to celebrate Black History 
Month, is by attending, or 
participating in Longfellow’s annual 
Harambee performance, which 
took place at the end of February. 
       Black history month is a fun 
and exciting experience to learn 
new things about many amazing 
African-Americans! 
 

her mom’s dogs her dogs. They 
are a mini goldendoodle named 
Murphy and a terrier mix rescue 
named Kate. Her favorite thing 
about Longfellow is having the 
opportunity to work with awesome 
kids every day. She loves being a 
teacher because she feels 
supported by both teachers and 
students.  
       Do you know who one of our 
greatest first grade teachers is?  If 
you guessed Mrs. Lamb, you are 
correct. Did you know that Mrs. 
Lamb was a lifeguard before she 
became a teacher?   Mrs. Lamb is 
not a new teacher, she has been 
teaching for 14 years!  Another fun 
fact about Mrs. Lamb is that she 
started teaching right when she 
got out of college, which means 
that she started teaching when 
she was 22 years old. Mrs. Lamb’s 
mom inspired her to become a 
teacher, along with her second 
grade teacher.  Mrs Lamb said, “I 
feel exhausted after a long day, 
but very excited to see my 
students the next morning.”  
      One funny story she told us is 
that she decided to become a 
teacher because she wanted to 
use whiteboard markers, but also 
because her mom was a teacher. 
Last but not least, her favorite 
subject to teach is writing, 
because she loves turning stories 
into projects. 
     Do you know Mr. Pod, one of 
the greatest second grade 
teachers here at Longfellow?  Well 
read on, and you will know more 
things about Mr. Pod! You might 
not have known that Mr. Pod’s 
favorite subject to teach is 
science.  He said, “I love lessons 
that are hands-on and allow 
students to physically explore 
concepts and ideas. I also think 

  

 
Lunch Menu Choices 

By: Vivienne Foy
 

         Have you ever wondered 
who chooses what goes on the 
school lunch menu? Well we can 
tell you in this article about our 
school lunch menu options. 
         We interviewed two third 
grade students: Jaida G and 
Vivien P and also Longfellow 
principal, Mrs. Dolezal, about their 
opinions of the menu. Two of them 
said that the pizza kit was cold 
and not an improvement to what 
we had before.  On the other 
hand, one of them said that the 
pizza kit was a huge improvement 
and very  popular.  Also, about 
400 students choose the pizza kit 
as their lunch option each week. 
        Most people in our school 
agree that we should have better 
lunch and drink options.  I 
interviewed ten students about 
their feelings on our lunch options, 
and eight out of ten of them said 
that we should get some new and 
improved items to choose from. 
Some of the suggestions for better 
drinks include: bottled water, 
flavored water, and sugar-free 
juice. 
     Have you ever wondered 
where our school lunches come 
from?  The lunches come from 
Oak Park River Forest High 
School each day. We have food 
from there because we do not 
have a big enough kitchen to 



Students perform at the annual Harambee 
performance. 

 

Favorite School Subject 
     By: Lockewood Sims

 
       What is your favorite subject in 
school?  That can be a very hard 
question to answer.  If you’re 
interested in learning about the 
favorite subject of one of 
Longfellow’s first grade teachers, 
this is your article!  
       Longfellow first grade teacher, 
Ms. Wieczorek, likes to teach 
reading best of all, because “it 
helps  children use their 
imagination as they go on 
adventures with the characters in 
their books.”  She hopes that her 
students like reading because she 
really enjoys teaching it and she 
doesn’t want her students to be 
bored.  
         On the other hand, she also 
likes science because her students 
like to learn about how the world 
works and it’s very hands-on.  
         Have you figured out YOUR 
favorite subject yet? 
 
 
 

From all of the 
Longfellow 

Bears Bulletin 
reporters: 

 

that thinking like a scientist helps 
kids improve in math, reading, and 
writing.  Plus, I think science is just 
fun.”  
     Mr. Pod decided to become a 
teacher because of the many 
other great teachers he had 
growing up in Springfield, IL. Mr. 
Pod started teaching in 2005, as a 
3rd grade teacher.  Before he 
became a teacher, Mr. Pod was a 
civil engineer. I bet you didn’t 
know that Mr. Pod got inspired to 
become a teacher because of his 
6th grade teacher, Mr. Bauman, 
and his calculus teacher in high 
school, Mr. Windisch.  Mr. Pod 
wanted to give kids the great 
opportunities that he was given. 
      When asked how he feels at 
the end of a school day, Mr. Pod 
said, “Some days we knock it out 
of the park and do a great job and 
other days we know that we still 
have things to improve on.” He 
said that if you look back on any 
normal day, you can always find 
moments to celebrate and some 
areas to work on. 
     Do you feel like you know 
these teachers better?  If yes, 
great!  If not, consider going to talk 
to them, and any one of our 
amazing Longfellow teachers, 
yourself to learn even more about 
each of them! 
 

 
Participate in the District 97 

Adventure Run  
(formerly the Fun Run)  
on Saturday, May 5th! 

prepare everything here at 
Longfellow. 
       Do you eat our school 
lunches?  If so, what is your 
favorite item on the menu? 

 

Congratulations to our 2018 
Spelling Bee winners! 

 
Lunchroom Seating 

By: Jaida Garland 
 

        Who do you sit next to in the 
lunchroom?  We asked Mrs. Cahill 
if she thought kids should be able 
to sit wherever they want in the 
lunchroom.  She told us that it’s 
easier if kids sit at tables with their 
homerooms since we have lots of 
kids eating in a very short amount 
of time.  The lunchroom 
supervisors can also quickly see if 
everyone is present at the table if 
we sit with our homerooms. 
        Sometimes kids can be too 
loud in the lunchroom because 
they may be excited that they get 
the chance to talk to their friends 
and may not realize they are 
talking so loud.  There are also a 
lot of people in the lunchroom at 
one time, which can cause 
everyone to start talking louder. 
       Mrs. Cahill says that it’s 
important that kids focus on eating 
while they are in the lunchroom so 



 
HAPPY 

 

 
 

 
 

The Longfellow Bears 
Bulletin Student Newspaper 

was created by the A.L.L. 
(3rd - 5th grade) Newspaper 

Club, sponsored by Mrs. 
Nelson (aka: Ms. Ibarra)  

 

 
Longfellow’s Got Talent!   

Auditions:  
Thursday, April 19th  

3:00 - 4:00 PM 
The actual Talent Show is on: 

Thursday, May 10th at 6:00 PM 
 
 

Come to……. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

that they can have energy to run 
and play outside and then be able 
to focus in class during the 
afternoon. 

 
Students eat lunch, sitting with their 

homerooms, in our school lunchroom. 
 

Comic Corner 
By: Laura Brewer-Davis 

and 
Lockewood Sims 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

   
 


