
 
 

 

Calling all Kindergarten Families 

Calling all Families New to Whittier 
 
 

Please join us for our New Family Night hosted by the 

Building Leadership Team on Thursday, September 27, to 

learn all about the wonderful Whittier Community. Dinner 

will be served in the mini-gym at 5:30pm. At 6pm, parents 

are invited to hear about Who's Who, Homework, Resources, and more. Childcare will be 

provided. The evening will end at 7pm.  

WHO: New Families and Kindergarten Families 

WHEN: Thursday evening, September 27, 5:30-7pm 

WHY: Learn about the Wonderful Whittier Community 

WHERE: Whittier Mini-gym and Library 

RSVP: Please RSVP ASAP 
 

   
 

 

 

Please let us know if you plan to attend the September 27th New Family Night! 

    Yes, We'll Be There! 

  We cannot make it to dinner, but will come for the activities starting at 6:00pm. 

 

Family Name:    
 

Homeroom Teacher:     
 

# of adults # of preschoolers # of K/1 students   
 

# of 2/3 students # of 4/5 students   
 

 

Please respond by Tuesday, September 25, 2018. 
 

 

  
 



Questions?  Contact PTO World Language Chair, Lori Robert at lori.robert@ymail.com

Registration opens September 14th through September 26.
All classes start the week of October 1st and run through March/April. 
After registration, your child’s instructor will contact you with a list of exact class dates.

NEW: Whittier’s PTO is proud to o�er need-based scholarships this year! 
All scholarship requests are due Sept. 24 for Whittier administration approval.

World Language Lunchtime
Enrichment Classes

Interested in learning another language? Sign up for Whittier’s lunchtime World 
Language enrichment classes!  This year, students in grades 2-5 can choose from various 
levels of French, German, or American Sign Language, running from October to 
March/April (20 classes total). Classes meet during the entire lunch hour (55 minutes) 
once a week. See below for more class information and see back to learn about our 
instructors. 

Proudly sponsored by the Whittier PTO!

Our Program Objectives
  
 • To inspire students to have a positive attitude towards foreign languages and to
  increase their appreciation and awareness of diverse cultures.

 • To introduce students to basic listening and speaking skills in another language  
 and expose students to the culture of countries in which the language is spoken.

 • Vocabulary topics may include greetings & pleasantries, describing oneself, 
 animals, colors, simple actions, daily activities, feelings, and food.

 • As students advance, some reading and writing may be introduced. Classes will 
 be tailored to the level of the students.

Mondays - French
Tuesdays - American Sign Language
Thursdays - German



World Language Program Instructors

French  – Lori Robert

Lori Robert is a Whittier parent and the PTO World Language Chair. This is her third year 
teaching French at Whittier Hatch, and her second year at Lincoln.  She is a �uent 
French speaker, raising two bilingual children along with her French husband.  She 
completed a French minor at the University of Arizona and spent a year abroad in Paris. 
Her experience includes teaching French enrichment classes at multiple local elemen-
tary schools, teaching private lessons, and co-teaching with her husband for the 
French-Speaking Children’s Group of Oak Park. Her classes will focus on speaking and 
comprehension through fun songs, projects, games, short videos and stories.

German - Lisa Krueger Peters

Lisa Krueger Peters spent a year abroad at University in Germany and Austria before 
receiving her Illinois Teaching Certi�cate in German Language and then going on to 
teach German in high school (levels I, II, III, & IV), junior high (7th & 8th grades), and 
elementary school levels (K - 6) over a 25+ year career. Her classes emphasize having 
fun while employing listening and speaking skills to complete small and large hands-
on projects, as well as singing songs, playing games, reading books, and many other 
educational activities. 

American Sign Language - Stephanie Hartman

Stephanie Hartman is a Julian and OPRF parent. This is her third year teaching 
American sign language at Irving and her second at Whittier. She completed a degree 
in sign language interpreting in St Louis and was a licensed and certi�ed educational 
interpreter working in Missouri and Illinois. She has experience teaching ASL 
enrichment classes at schools and teaching private lessons (both small group and 
individual). Her classes will focus on learning about Deaf Culture and ASL through 
hands-on activities, games and short videos.



World Language Lunchtime Enrichment
Registration Form:  Due Sept. 26

Student 1: Name ____________________________ Grade _____ Teacher______________

Does student have prior experience in this language?   _______________________________

French (Mondays) $170 German  (Thursdays) $170

American Sign Language (Tuesdays) $170

Does student have prior experience in this language?   _______________________________

French (Mondays) $150 German  (Thursdays) $150

American Sign Language (Tuesdays) $150

Parent/Guardian’s name _____________________________________________________

Email address _____________________________________________________________

Daytime phone number _____________________________________________________

Questions?  Contact PTO World Language Chair, Lori Robert at lori.robert@ymail.com

If additional students, please add to back.

Please include tuition payment with form and submit to Whittier o�ce.  
Make check payable to Whittier PTO.  Minimum class size: 6.

NEW: Need-based scholarship request        YES ______          NO ______
(Must register by Monday, September 24th to be considered for a scholarship)
Scholarships are determined con�dentially by Whittier administration and are given on 
a �rst-come, �rst-served basis. Maximum one language course per child per year.

Student 2: Name ____________________________ Grade _____ Teacher______________

Each additional child gets a discount! See prices below:
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Welcome to The New School Year! 

 

 

 

Dear Whittier Community, 
 
The 2017-18 school year is off to a great start! The students have been 
working hard and have done a fantastic job adjusting from summer break to 
school. Hats off to the tremendously talented Whittier Wildcat staff for their 
intentionality in planning and delivery engaging welcome back activities to 
assist helping our friends get back into the routine of school. I have enjoyed 
observing our friends working hard while having fun in and out of the 
classroom. 
 
Thank you to all the families and friends that attended our Curriculum Night 
on Wednesday, September 12th. We had an excellent turnout of family and 
friends! I hope you enjoyed learning about the many wonderful learning 
programs we plan to engage our friends throughout this school year. Our 
goal is to provide meaningful academic experiences for all students to 
increase their academic performance, having a feeling of belonging, 
providing opportunities for our students to have a voice in their learning and 
learning environment, and to continue to work together as staff to create a 
positive culture and climate conducive to high expectations for ALL. 
 
As always, please feel free to contact me (708-524-
3080; probinson@op97.org) if you have any questions. My office door is 
always open to chat! If you would ever need to schedule a meeting with me, 
please contact Keren, 708-524-3080 or krichardson3@op97.org to schedule 
a meeting. 
 
Educationally yours, 
Principal Robinson 
 

 

 
September’s Highlights 

 
PTO Family Back to School Picnic (Sept. 
6) 
 
Turnout was great. Thank you all that 
participated, it was great having the opportunity 
to meet many of the Whitter community. Special 
shout out to PTO for all of the hard work that 
went into the planning and organizing. Kudos! 
 
Curriculum Night (Sept. 12th) 
 
Another successful event! Thank you to all the 
families and friends that came out to learn about 
many of the unique things we are doing at 
Whittier. 
 
Picture Day (Sept. 25th) 
 
Please prepare those beautiful smiles! 
 
New Family Night (Sept. 27th) 
 
New Family Night is an opportunity for all Whittier 
new families to learn about all the things that 
make Whitter unique. If interested in attending, 
please respond via interest form or email to the 
main office. 
 

 
 
 

 

October Events 
International Walk to School Day 
October 10 
Wildcat Fun Run 
October 10 
PTO Book Fair 
October 24-26 
Family/Teacher Conferences 
October 24-25 
Pumpkin Festival 
October 29-30 
Halloween Parade 
October 31 @ 12:30pm 
 



 

 
 

 
Attendance  

 

A special thanks to the Whittier Community for your 
working in ensuring our friends arrive at school on time 
and ready to enter the building directly at 8 am. Kudos! 
Let’s continue to work collaboratively to ensure each 
child has a smooth start to the beginning of the school 
day by making sure they arrive and are lined up by 7:57 
am. 
 
Starting next month, a special raffle will be held to 
reward individual students who are on time to school 
each day. Students who arrive each day to school, 
before 8 am, will be entered into the raffle drawing for a 
chance to win a special prize at each grade level. Please 
help reinforce the importance of school and your child’s 
education by supporting your child’s efforts to be 
punctual each day. 
 

 

 

 

 

Reminder to Family and Friends 

o PTO – Meeting Oct. 2 @7pm 
o PTO – Parent Common Ground Parent 

Coffee – Oct. 5 @8am 
o No School Monday, October 8th 
o Half-day of school Oct. 25-26 

 

Message from Nurse Winklhake 
It is that time of year... time to start being vigilant about lice! 

 
Head lice are gray insects about 1/8” long. They can be difficult 
to see since they avoid light. The nits or eggs are smaller, have 
an elongated teardrop shape and are stuck to the hair shaft 
near the root. They resemble dandruff but cannot be flicked off 
the hair shaft. Nits can only be removed by pulling them off the 
full length of the hair strand manually. Itching of the head can 
be a common symptom; however, students are often unaware 
that head lice are present. 

 
Head lice bugs are transferred from one person to another by 
direct contact with an infested person’s head or by contact with 
personal items such as hats, headgear, combs, brushes, 
bedding or upholstered items. Lice do not jump or fly...they 
crawl. Re-infestation occurs when there are nits left undetected 
that hatch, and a live bug is once again present. 
 
Please stress to your child not to share hat, combs, coats, or 
hair accessories. This will decrease the risk of transmission. 
Classroom head checks will not be performed as they are not 
recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics.  

 
We ask that you notify the School Nurse if you suspect your 
child has lice.  Additionally, the School Nurse can do head 
checks per parent/teacher request in the event of a suspected 
case of lice. 

 
Be vigilant. Check your child’s head often. Please contact 
me anytime with questions.  

 
Sincerely, 
Hilary Winkelhake, RNM 
Whittier School Nurse 
 



 

 
 

 
Tell Me and I Forget. Teach Me and I May Remember. Involve Me 

and I Learn. 
Benjamin Franklin 

 

 

 

Last week we started our fall assessment window.  Students will participate in a variety 
of assessments to gather baseline data that teachers will use to plan and deliver whole 
class, small groups, and individualized instruction with the goal of ensuring all students 
are successful. The data gathered will also be used to guide school-wide, classroom 
specific, and student specific curriculum and intervention decisions.  Parents/guardians 
will receive information on their child's assessments result at parent/teacher conferences 
and next steps for your student(s).    
 
All students will participate in AIMSWeb+ which is a formative assessment, data 
management, and reporting system for grades K-8 supporting multi-tiered instructional 
models. It is designed to universally screen and progress monitor, AIMSWeb+ uses brief, 
valid, and reliable measures of foundational skills in reading and math. 
The assessment helps identify at-risk students early, monitor progress, and differentiate 
and track the success of targeted instruction. 
 
Our second through fifth graders will take NWEA MAP which is a computerized adaptive 
test, given to students in grades 2-8, that measures a child's academic growth from year 
to year in the areas of mathematics, reading, and language usage. In the MAP system, 
the difficulty of the test is adjusted to the student's performance. The difficulty of each 
question is based on how well the student has answered all of the questions up to that 
point. As the student answers correctly, the questions become more difficult. If the 
student answers incorrectly, the questions become easier. 
 
Lastly our first through fifth graders will be assessed on their reading level through 
the Benchmark Assessment System (BAS), which allows teachers to identify each 
child’s instructional and independent reading levels according to the F&P Text Level 
Gradient™, A–Z and document their progress through one-on-one formative and 
summative assessments. The Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment Systems 
provide teachers with precise tools and texts to observe and quantify specific reading 
behaviors, and then interpret and use that data to plan meaningful instruction.  
 
 



The Whittier Diversity Committee Presents: “Whittier 101” 
 
A series of discussions that will take place throughout the course of the school year to inform parents and 
caregivers about certain aspects of their child’s life at Whittier.   
 
The first of the series will deal with the academic support systems in place at the school.  Come and learn how 
your child is assessed, what kind of resources are offered and how to approach parent teacher conferences to 
ensure your child is on the right path and what to do if you feel like they need more support.   
 
The discussion will be led by Principal Robinson and Dr. Donna Glover at Whittier on Thursday, October 11 at 
6:30 pm.  Childcare will be provided. 
 
Whittier 101 Series 
When:  Thursday, October 11th, 2018 from 6:30 pm to 8 pm 
 
Where:  Whittier Elementary – Room TBD  
 
Presenters: Whittier Elementary School Principal Patrick Robinson 
 Dr. Donna Glover, Whittier Elementary School Psychologist 
 
Topic:  How is my child assessed at school? What resources are offered? How to approach 

parent-teacher conferences. And other relevant issues… 
 
Childcare Will Be Provided 
 
 
Whittier Diversity Committee—Podcast Club 
  
Whittier’s Diversity Committee (DivCo) is excited to announce and invite the Whittier community to 
the Podcast Club. 
  
Beginning October 16th, Whittier’s DivCo will be hosting a community conversation every two 
months. 
  
The conversations will stem from a selected podcast, article or other easily accessible work. These 
media bites will strive to cover a variety of diverse topics that include race, culture, gender, 
socioeconomics, and disability. We will view the podcast as a group, then have a chat as to each 
other’s thoughts. 
  
Whittier DivCo PODCAST CLUB 
  
When:          Tuesday, October 16th, 2018 from 7 pm to 9 pm 
Where:         Dole Library Community Room 

Topic:          Viewing of the TED Talk “The Danger of a Single Story” 
by novelist Chimamanda Adichie 
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story#t-
955039) 
  

Whether you want to be a regular or drop-in, just be a part of the conversation.  
 



A Healthy Way to Raise Money for the Whittier PTO

Dear Whittier Parents and Guardians,

It’s time for the first PTO fundraiser, the Wildcat Fun Run, which is a walk/run-a-thon, kid style! Instead of selling 
wrapping paper or other stuff, this is simple and fun. It is a way for kids to do something healthy, with a significant 
fundraising benefit. Students gather pledges for the PTO and either run laps or participate at whatever level feels 
comfortable. They will be joined by the Wildcat mascot on Whittier field for 40 minutes of fun, accompanied by their 
favorite music.  The Wildcat Fun Run is one of our largest fundraisers of the year. In past years, Whittier kids and 
families raised approximately $14,000 at this event – which accounts for about a third of our PTO annual budget. 
This year, our goal is to raise $16,000 or $50 per child. 

These funds keep PTO programs running all year and have funded large purchases like technology in the 
classroom, playground improvements and the outdoor classroom. PTO funds community, cultural and academic 
programs such as all-school picnics, teacher and classroom grants, Homework Helpers, Opera for the Young and 
Hubbard Street Dance, as well as scholarships to Camp Edwards. 

Donating is even easier this year. Supporters can contribute in 2 ways:
1. Online: Setup a profile for your child at www.thegetmovincrew.com by selecting “Register Your Child”. It 

takes about 2 minutes. You will be able to donate online via PayPal or credit card. This donation system 
allows you to upload a picture of your child and send a customized email or post to social media in two 
clicks, making it easy for you to spread the word. Data is secure and is not collected or managed by anyone 
outside of school.

BONUS: Simply by setting up your online account by 9/22, you will earn your child the opportunity 
to choose a special experience such as: choosing a song or game for their class to enjoy, bringing a 
favorite toy to school or wearing pajamas all day!

2. Cash/Checks – Use the donation envelope sent home with this packet and turn cash/checks in to your 
child’s teacher. Please include the child’s name. Make checks payable to Whittier PTO.

We chose this fundraiser because it encourages healthy behavior, does not involve products to buy or sell and is a 
simple, effective, efficient way of supporting the school. More than 85% of each pledge dollar goes straight back to 
PTO programs enjoyed by the entire school. 

Ask your friends and family to support Whittier PTO programs by making a pledge! Remember, even small 
contributions add up - so spread the word! We are looking forward to a great school year loaded with wonderful 
PTO-funded educational opportunities!

Shayla Bell                   Elizabeth McVey
Elizabeth Carrier          Kelly Witt
Debbie Frantisak
                                     
Wildcat Fun Run Team

http://www.thegetmovincrew.com/


Timeline
Kickoff: Monday, September 17th
On September 17th, we will kick off the fundraiser with a special visit and a few words from the PTO during 
lunch. At this time, the costumed Whittier Wildcat will create lots of excitement! Pledge packets will arrive 
home with your child.

Pledging: September 17th – October 19th 
Between September 17th and October 19th, students will collect pledges, either online using their own 
pledge pages at www.thegetmovincrew.com, or via checks/cash. Please be sure that your child’s name is 
on the pledge envelope or any checks you turn in to their teacher. 

● Early Bird Registration Incentive- Simply set up your account at: 
www.thegetmovincrew.com on or before September 22nd and your child will be 
guaranteed an Experience Coupon for special classroom opportunities!

● PRIZE DRAWING 1- Turn in at least $50 in pledges by September 25th to have your 
child’s name entered in the first drawing on 9/26.

● PRIZE DRAWING 2 will be held on October 1st 
● PRIZE DRAWING 3 will be held on October 5th

Fun Run Event: Wednesday Oct 10th 
All students are encouraged to participate (at whatever level they wish) in the run on Wednesday, October 
10th during school. Parents/guardians are welcome to participate during your child’s scheduled time; a 
schedule will be published closer to the run. Kids love seeing adults and siblings cheer them on! 

Each student will receive a run number sticker and fresh fruit, as well as a participation prize (wall ball). As 
a zero-waste event, waste will be composted.

http://www.thegetmovincrew.com/


Incentives 
INDIVIDUAL REWARDS
• All students who participate in the FUN RUN will receive a wall ball on 

the day of the run.

• Any student who turns in an online pledge ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 22nd will get an 
EXPERIENCE COUPON (examples include: permission to bring a stuffed animal to class, wear 
slippers in class, choose a song for the class to listen to, etc……) 

• All students that reach their pledge goal of $50 will be entered in scheduled drawings for prizes. 
Prizes include fun things like Monster and Emoji backpack clips! 

• Superstar pledge-earning students (top earners), will participate in a fun celebration with Principal 
Robinson!

CLASSROOM REWARDS
• Classrooms are encouraged to work as a team to reach their classroom goal of an average of $50 

per child! Classroom goals are based on class size. 

• Two top pledging classes will receive $100 for classroom supplies/games or recess equipment!

• All classrooms that meet or exceed their classroom pledge goal will earn a $25 gift card for 
classroom supplies/games or recess equipment!

SCHOOL REWARD
• When the whole school meets the $16,000 goal, the entire school will celebrate with an 

ALL SCHOOL DANCE PARTY on the blacktop!

Please do not allow your child to go 
door to door to solicit pledges. 

The Wildcat Fun Run is not a race or 
speed competition, just a fun, simple 
and healthy way to fund PTO 
programs. 



Patent Pending ©            TreeRing Corporation

Add photos from your computer, 
Facebook & Flickr. 

Add memories & photos from throughout 
the year. Share them with your classmates 
to include in their personal pages.

Send and receive Bling and signatures. A 
great way to share expressions of friendship!

To Purchase & Customize Your Yearbook*:
*Must be a parent or student 13 years or older.

     Go to www.TreeRing.com/validate

     Enter our school’s passcode:

Regular Price:

Add Photos  &  Memories  to Your 2 Free  Custom  Pages

Capture Your Memories in this Year's

Yearbook!
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