
Whittier Diversity Committee Podcast Club – What did we learn? 
Who participated? Various parents of our Whittier community joined in a discussion of 
a short TED talk we watched last week. 
  
What was discussed? TED talk “The Single Story” by Nigerian author Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie 
  
What did we take away from the discussion? Here are a few snippets of ideas that 
were discussed. 

1.       “The single story creates stereotypes, and the problem with stereotypes is 

not that they are untrue, but that they are incomplete. They make one story 
become the only story."  Meaning, seeing a person from a narrow description 
and not acknowledging the strengths along with the weaknesses of one's 
attributes. 
2.    We might feel safer and more open if we work to recognize our own 
biases and presumptions of single stories. When we more openly 
and honestly take accountability for our missteps or statements that are 
based on biases and presumptions.  
  
In other words, when one says something that might be offensive to someone else, 
think about how it could be considered biased and let that inform your decision about 
what to do in the future in a similar situation. 

  
3.    There is an ever presence of ‘single stories’ in our interactions with one 
another. If you’ve been hurt by assumptions someone has made about you or a 
people, it’s okay to experience emotions, but consider waiting a moment to react on 
those emotions. 

  
If these points are topics that you might be interested in exploring more, whether or 
agree or disagree, please join us at our next Whittier DivCo Podcast Club. We will 
watch a brief TED talk, then just talk about it. Topics are varied. 
  
The next Podcast Club is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 17th. 
  

  
Meetings are typically the 3rd Tuesday of every month, alternating a General Whittier 
DivCo meeting with a Podcast Club meeting. 
  
The next Whittier DivCo meeting will be Wednesday, Nov. 14th at 7 pm at the Dole 
Library Meeting Room. 
 


