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What we want to Achieve 
Tonight 

•  Project Background 

•  New Building Location 

•  Focus Group Summary 

•  Current Status 

•  Community Input 
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Timeline 

Define Goals/Needs/Wants
Focus Group#1- Dec. 11, 2014 
Focus Group #2 - Dec. 18 
Community Meeting #1- Feb. 5, 2015 
Community Meeting #2 - Feb. 26

Design 
February – June
•   Direct User Input/Meetings 
•   Regular Updates to FAC & BOE 

Bid 
June – July 

Build 
August 2015 – June 2016 

2-3 Months 

3-4 Months 

1 Month 

11 Months 

Occupy June, 2016 



Background 
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Background 

Existing Building No Longer Viable 

•  $4+ Million to Renovate 

•  Layout Makes 
Operation Inefficient

•  Does not Meet 
Accessibility 

•  Not Easy to Upgrade 

•  Operating Expenses 
are High 

C.E. ANDERSON & ASSOCIATES P.C.  P. 312.750.1701 
175 N. FRANKLIN ST. SUITE 410   F. 312.750.1704 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60606 www.cea-se.com 

 
 
 
October 23, 2013 
 
STR Partners LLC 
350 West Ontario Street 
Suite 200 
Chicago, Illinois 60654 
 
ATTN: Jennifer Costanzo 
 
RE:   School District #97 
 Administration Building 
 Madison and Home Ave 
 Oak Park, Illinois 
 
Per the request of STR Partners on September 27, 2013 we visited the 
referenced building. The purpose of the visit was to observe the overall condition 
of the building structure. The following is based on visual observations of 
exposed to view structure. Calculations have not been preformed to verify the 
adequacy of the framing. The following are our observations and 
recommendations. 
 
The building is a masonry, steel and wood structure. There is a two story portion 
of the building located in the north west corner. The remainder of the building is 
one story. The second floor framing consists of steel beams and columns 
supporting 2x14 framing at 12 inches on center. 
 

       
        Wood Joists and Steel Framing at Second Floor 
 
The roof of the second floor is bow string trusses spanning north south from the 
exterior north wall to either an interior bearing wall or steel supports. 
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Bowstring Trusses Above Second Floor    Bowstring Trusses at South West Area 
 
The remainder spaces have wood framed roofs that appear to be supported on 
exterior masonry bearing walls or steel beams. The roof areas directly south of 
the two story portion and the area over the print shop are framed with wood bow 
string trusses. It appears that the trusses are supported on the masonry at the 
exterior and columns at the interior.  The east portion of the roof area appears to 
be a flat roof, sloped for drainage. That is supported on bearing walls or steel 
beams. 
 
The bow string trusses that support the mechanical equipment have been 
reinforced to support the equipment weight. Per the information provided by the 
District the remainder of the trusses in the south west portion of the building have 
been reinforced.  
 
The exterior masonry consisting of split faced concrete masonry units, concrete 
masonry units (cmu) and brick appeared in good condition. There are a minimum 
of cracks or joint deterioration. It appeared that the two story masonry has been 
recently tuck pointed. 
 

       
    Exterior Split Face Masonry                 East Masonry Wall is in Good Condition 
 
Overall the building appeared to be in good and serviceable condition.  It should 
be noted that if the building is to undergo substantial remodeling including, but 
not limited to, the addition of new roof top HVAC equipment a more in depth 
structural investigation including calculations should be preformed. Based on 
engineering practice at the time of the original construction typically bow string 
trusses are under sized. Although it is reported that the trusses in the south west 
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Background 

•  Explored several options for a new building:
o  Site of the current District 97 building 
o  Current Park District building (218 Madison Street)
o  260 Madison Street
o  Village Hall parking lot 
o  1010 Lake Street
o  Madison Highlands
o  101 Madison Street

•  Chose 260 Madison Street after assessing/evaluating 
the various options during the past six years.
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Goals 

•  Establish functional facility 
o  Cost effective
o  Operational and energy efficiencies that generate 

savings
o  Long-term sustainability

•  Better meet the needs of families 

•  Serve the best interests of the community 

•  Advance Madison Street Plan 
o  Spur economic growth and development on 

Madison Street
o  Reduce District 97’s footprint in the community



New Building 

Location 
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Site Location: 260 W. Madison 

Percy!
Julian MS

OP Village!
Hall

OP Public!
Works

Proposed!
Site
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Madison Street
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Site Location: 260 W. Madison 
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Site Location 

Previous Volvo Dealership facing Madison Street
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Site Location 

View of Percy Julian North of Site  Alley and Existing Parking Behind Site 



Focus Group 
Summary 
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Focus Group Summary 

Identified Overall Parameters

•  Be Fiscally Responsible over the 
Long Term

•  Be Environmentally Friendly / 
Sustainable

•  Neat/Cool Design but not 
Ostentatious 

•  Identify Partnerships where they 
Benefit the needs of Administration 
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Focus Group Summary 

Identified Project Goals:

The building shall… 

•  Be Something to be Proud of

•  Be Welcoming and Easy to 
Understand from Outside

•  Express a Celebration of 
Students and Learning

•  Be a Community Resource

•  Provide a Good and Healthy 
Work Environment for the Staff
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Focus Group Summary 

Recognized Challenges:

•  Parking:

for Staff

for Visitors 

for Events 

•  Aesthetics - balancing wants with 
fiscal responsibility 



Current 
Status 
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Current Status 

Preliminary Site Layout

12/29/14, 10:37 AM

Google Maps

Page 1 of 1

https://www.google.com/maps/@41.8802802,-87.7820205,90m/data=!3m1!1e3?hl=en

Map data ©2014 Google 20 ft 

Traffic, Transit, Bicycling, Directions

182$Feet

STR Partners LLC 
T:  312.464.1444 
www.strpartners.com

DATE: JANUARY 20, 2015

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION OFFICE - OAK PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT 97
260 West Madison Avenue
Oak Park IL 60302
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Community Input 

What are your expectations?

How would you define success? 

What are your concerns?

Is there anything you would like to know?



Thank you 

Contact for Further Input:
d97feedback@op97.org !


