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District 97 Vision and Goals 

The District 97 vision is to create a positive learning environment for all District 97 

students that is equitable, inclusive, and focused on the whole child.  

Our K-8 written curriculum work addresses the following district universal goals: 

●  We support every student to be a critical thinker, ready to contribute to their community 

●  Every student is challenged and engaged 

●  Each student is known for who they are and their unique needs are met. 

●  Students lead their own learning and become lifelong learners. 

 

 



The K-8 Written Curriculum will: 

●  Provide a consistent, standards-aligned written curriculum 

●  Give students similar learning experiences  

●  Give students equitable access to the curriculum 

●  Provide students with culturally relevant experiences 

 

 



Talking about Curriculum 

                   

	 	 	 		

         
    

     

    

   

 

Term Description Examples 

Curriculum The high-quality delivery system for ensuring that all 
students achieve the desired end--the attainment of 
their designated grade- or course-specific standards. 

●  This is a process/system, not one 
specific document(s). 

Unit of Study/ 
Module 

A series of specific lessons, learning experiences, and 
related assessments based on designated standards 
for a topical, skills-based, or thematic focus that may 
last anywhere from 2-6 weeks. 

●  IB units 
●  K-5 ELA Units (Written Curriculum) 
●  Eureka Math modules 

Standards The Illinois Learning Standards (ILS) define what all 
students in all Illinois public schools should know and 
be able to do in the seven core areas as a result of 
their elementary and secondary schooling.The ILS for 
Math and ELA are based on the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) 

●  Illinois Learning Standards (e.g. Math, 
ELA, Science) 

●  Common Core Standards 

Curricular 
Resource 

Textbooks, trade books, commercially produced 
programs used by teachers and students in the 
curriculum delivery process. 

●  Eureka Math Teacher Guides and 
resources 

●  Writing Units of Study 
●  FOSS Science Kits 



Layers of Curriculum 

                   

	 	 	 		

         
    

     

    

   

 

Formal Curriculum 
Describes what students need to know, be able to do, and value through 
standards, content-specific understandings and practices, and learning 
targets 

Operational Curriculum How the formal curriculum is translated into a plan for instruction 

Taught Curriculum What is delivered in the classrooms 

Assessed Curriculum What is evaluated through formal measures 

Learned Curriculum What students walk away understanding as a result of their learning 
experiences 

Hidden Curriculum What students learn from the school's culture and climate (unintended 
curriculum); also, what is chosen not to be taught. 

Lalor (2017) Ensuring High Quality Curriculum, p.2 
Glatthorn, Carr, and Harris (2001). Curriculum Handbook (ASCD) 



Example: Fifth Grade ELA Unit Description 



Example: Fourth Grade Math Written Curriculum 



Example: Language A IB Unit Plan 



International 
Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Program  

 
Current Updates 



What is IB MYP? 

A challenging framework that encourages 
students to make practical connections between 

their studies and the real world, the IB is inclusive 
by design; students of all interests and academic 

abilities can benefit from their participation. 



How is IB different? 

The IB's programmes are different from other curricula because they: 

●  encourage students of all ages to think critically and challenge assumptions 
●  incorporate quality practice from research and our global community of 

schools 
●  encourage students of all ages to consider both local and global contexts 
●  encourage teachers to develop meaningful, authentic units of study based on 

their students’ interests and needs 
●  develop multilingual students. 

 



MYP Model  



Evaluation  

Each IB World School is regularly evaluated to ensure that 
the standards and practices of its IB program are being 
maintained. Evaluation takes place at least once every five 
years. As part of the process, the school engages in a self-
study that is a key element in the school’s continual 
improvement. 

www.IBO.org 



Historical Timeline in D97 
2012-2013 School Year  

Initial Phase of Teacher Professional Development 
 
2013-2014 & 2014-2015 School Year 

IB Candidate School Status 
Ongoing teacher professional development 
IB philosophy further incorporated into curriculum 
Initial Authorization visit - Spring 2015 

 
2015-2016 School Year 

Fully Authorized IB School 



Timeline to Evaluation Visit  
2016-2017 & 2017-2018 School Year  

Revise & improve written and taught curriculum to be aligned with IB best 
practices 

 
2018-2019 School Year 

Complete self-study 
 
2019-2020 School Year 

IB Evaluation visit - Spring 2020 



Action Steps This School Year 

Write and evaluate common assessments for every subject and every unit at 
the district level  

Continue professional development based on IB philosophy and methods of 
curriculum development 

Improve and publicize 8th grade IB community project 

Create a new teacher IB university 



Next Three Years 2017-2020  

Continue professional development based on IB philosophy and methods of 
curriculum development 

Organizing a Parent University  

Embed service learning opportunities into the curriculum  

Continue to evaluate and revise common assessments for every subject and 
every unit at the district level  

Seek out opportunities for extended interdisciplinary connections within the 
curriculum  

Standardize grading practices in every department   


