
District 97
Parent Workshop

Developing your Child’s IEP



Agenda
● Connector
● Introductions
● Parent Preparation
● Eligibility Meetings 
● School Based and Clinical Supports
● Know Your Parent Rights
● Communication Steps
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Connector: Choose Your Vacation Spot
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Connector Question:

What is one of your favorite places in the world and 
why?
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Preparing for Your Child’s IEP
As a Parent



Initial IEP meeting
New Building
New Team Members
• Vision Statement for your child

• Overall goal and or vision
• Picture of your child

• Main focus
• Share any outside reports that 

may help team get a better 
understanding for your child 

• Ask to visit new buildings 
and/or classrooms to get a 
better idea of programming 
prior to meeting if it is going to 
be a significant change



Prior to the Meeting

● Review materials that were sent home
○ Highlight concerns and celebrations
○ Look at participants on Invitation

■ Is there someone else you would like to attend from either home and/or school?
● Be prepared to share your parent input

○ Highlight concerns and celebrations
● Think ahead

○ Are there specific changes in the upcoming year that should be addressed
■ Lunch schedule (first time in cafeteria, eating later/earlier, with or without sibling)
■ Field trips (need support, overnight trip)
■ Lockers, stairs…etc.
■ Testing, MAP, IAR, highschool placement
■ Highlight concerns and celebrations



During the Meeting:
• Share strengths about Your child
• At the start of the meeting- be sure to state if there is something 

specific that you want addressed
• Ask questions throughout
• Be mindful of time- ask for individual meeting with staff member 

if you need more time
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After the meeting
● Review the documents that are sent home

○ Are there any concerns
● Ongoing communication

○ Progress Reports on goals at the trimester
● You can call a meeting at any time
● If you have information- share if it’s relevant

○ New outside therapist or reports
○ Medications
○ Shifts in schedules that may impact school day
○ Homework (if relevant)

● Stay involved.



Eligibility Meetings 
and

School Based and Clinical Supports



Eligibility Information
● 13 Categories of Eligibility
● School Staff Meet when a Referral for An evaluation for special education  is 

submitted (Can be provided by a parent/guardian, School Staff, Outside Provider 
in consultation with Parent/guardian)

● Discuss the reason for the referral (academic, Functional & social emotional)
● A determination is made whether or not to proceed
● If proceeding, Assessments, observations, rating scales are determined based upon 

the reason for the referral (Domain Meeting)
● Parent must sign consent for the team to complete the evaluation
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Eligibility Information
● As listed in the Domain paperwork a Variety of Assessments, Observations, 

Standardized and Non-Standardized Measures Will be completed to consider 
eligibility

● To be eligible, a Student Demonstrates an Adverse Educational Impact requiring 
the support of specialized services

● Assessment Results are provided in an Eligibility Report that Must be provided to 
you 3 school days prior to the eligibility meeting

● Our school district attempts to complete evaluations within 45 school days of 
obtaining consent (60 school days is state/federal guideline)

● If eligible, an IEP is developed.  This is considered a separate meeting and may not 
happen on the same day 
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Related Service Supports in 
the School Setting



Speech and LANGUAGE IN THE SCHOOL SETTING

You need language skills to communicate. you need to communicate to learn. Reading, 
writing, gesturing, listening, and speaking are all forms of language. The better your 
communication skills, the better you will do in school.

The ultimate goal of school speech therapy is to help the student benefit from his or her 
education. In a school setting, the student’s speech/language impairment must  negatively 
impact his/her learning in school. Eligible students receive services free under the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 
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Communication Concerns in the School Setting

● Speech Sounds
● Language and Literacy
● Social Communication
● Cognitive COmmunication
● Stuttering
● Voice
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School Based Speech Therapy Services Private Speech Therapy Services

Qualifying for Services In order to receive school based 
services, a student must qualify. 
Team input, formal assessment, 
and informal assessment is taken 
into account. 

A child does not have to 
demonstrate a large delay, 
clinicians use standardized tests, 
clinical observations, and parent 
report to demonstrate eligibility.

Treatment Schedule Student receives services during 
the school day. Services are 
typically provided on a weekly 
basis. Minutes are determined 
based on needs. 

A child may be seen outside of 
school hours. Services often 
range from 30 to 60 minutes 
weekly. 

Treatment Model Services are provided either in 
the classroom room or in a small 
group setting. Services are 
provided during the school year.

Services are typically provided 
one on one. May provide 
year-round services.



Occupational Therapy in the School Setting

Occupational Therapy in the school setting focuses on removing barriers from 
student’s ability to learn, helping students develop personal skills to increase their 
independence in the school environment and educating school personnel about 
different considerations for students with disabilities.

The primary concerns for a school occupational therapist is enabling the student to 
learn and access his or her learning environment.  Supports must be educationally 
relevant
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Occupational Therapy Concerns in the School Environment

● Sensory Processing
● Fine Motor Concerns
● Self Care Skills within the Educational Environment
● Manipulation of School Related Materials
● Visual motor Skills
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School Based Occupational Therapy 
Services

Private Occupational Therapy Services

Qualifying for Services In order to receive school based 
services, a student must qualify for 
an IEP that has academic supports. 
Team input, formal assessment, and 
informal assessment is taken into 
account. 

A child does not have to demonstrate 
a large delay, clinicians use 
standardized tests, clinical 
observations, and parent report to 
demonstrate eligibility.

Treatment Schedule Student receives services during the 
school day. These services can be 
either direct or consultation. Services 
are provided on a weekly or monthly 
basis.  Minutes are determined based 
on needs. 

A child may be seen outside of 
school hours. Services often range 
from 30 to 60 minutes weekly. 

Treatment Model Services are provided either in a 
classroom setting or in a small group 
setting. Services can also push into 
specials classes-wherever the 
student needs support. Services are 
provided during the school year.

Services are typically provided one 
on one. May provide year-round 
services.



Knowing Your Parental 
Rights



HIGHLIGHTS: Some Important Parental Rights to Know

● Bullet Points Provided to You
● Meetings Held should be Mutually Agreeable time/date/space for Families and School Staff
● Parent are entitled to draft copies of present levels, goals and accommodations 3 school 

days prior to the IEP meeting
● Outside/Private evaluations and private provider treatment recommendations must be 

considered by your student’s IEP team. 

Any questions: Please refer to the ISBE Parental Safeguards
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Communication Steps



D97 Student Services Department 
Communication Steps
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Coordinator

If your concern 
has not been 
resolved, reach 
out to your 
school’s student 
service 
coordinator to 
help problem 
solve. 

Classroom teacher or 
Case Manager

Start with 
informing and 
discussing with 
your classroom 
teacher and 
case manager.

Team 
Facilitator

Loop in your 
school team 
facilitator when 
you continue 
to have 
questions 
regarding 
special 
education.

Building 
Principal or AP

Director of 
student Services

Senior  Director of 
Student Services

Loop in your 
building principal, 
assistant principal 
and/or student 
support specialist 
when the concern 
is more building 
specific and not 
necessarily 
involving special 
education.

Connect with our 
director of 
student services, 
Tracy Hamm 
when your 
concerns have 
elevated beyond 
the school and 
coordinator 
level.

Reach out to our 
senior director of 
student services, 
Donna Middleton with 
district level concerns.



Team Facilitators
School Team Facilitator School Team Facilitator

Beye Rachel-Lee Berkeley Julian
Jessie Fenske

Nate Murawski
Rebecca Scahill

Brooks Matt Maciak
Jen Olsen Lincoln Dr. Becky Perez

Hatch Bess Bates Longfellow Rike Neubert

Holmes Maria Pascarella Mann Monica Collins
Stephanie Hoover

Irving Krystal Fowlkes Whittier Dr. Donna 
Glover-Rogers 
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Agenda w/ Norms 
IEP Parent Survey



Current IEP Parent Survey Feedback:
• Families that eel that they have been provided an opportunity to give input regarding 

their student’s IEP services and supports: 100%

• IEP team shared and met meeting norms: 97.7%

• Families that feel they had sufficient voice in the IEP process: 100%

• Families were provided with a draft IEP or report 3 days in advance of the meeting: 93%

• When asked how satisfied families were with the IEP meeting process, families that 
rated their experience a 4 or 5 out on a 0- 5 scale 95.3%
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Every child deserves a
CHAMPION

-an adult who will
NEVER GIVE UP

on them,
who understands 

the power of 
CONNECTION

And insists they 
BECOME

the BEST they can be.

Rita F. Pearson
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