
October 2003

Dear Oak Park Families:
 
Oak Park Elementary School District 97 has a strong tradition of educational
excellence.  We are proud of our collaborative efforts to create a Culture of
Achievement working environment in which all students are challenged to
perform to their highest potential.  One measure of our success is our
performance on the Illinois Standard Achievement Test, ISAT, which measures
individual student achievement and shows how well students and schools are
performing relative to the state’s learning standards.  Results of the 2003 test are
found in this report card.

The report card also contains information that compares our district and schools
to other districts and schools in Illinois in the areas of per pupil expenditures,
class size, instructional setting, and finances.
 
This year's report card is a direct result of the support of our community, the
dedication of our professional staff, and the efforts of our students and parents. 
All of you have shared in District 97's accomplishments.
 
Sincerely,

 
 John C Fagan, Superintendent



Percy Julian Middle School
416 South Ridgeland Avenue   •   Oak Park, Illinois   •   60302

708-524-3040   •   Fax 708-524-3035

Dr. Victoria Sharts, Principal Kiley Allen, Assistant Principal 6th

Valerie Helm, Assistant Principal 7th

John Hodge, Assistant Principal 8th

September, 2003

Dear Julian Families:

Each year students across the state complete the Illinois State standardized tests, ISAT.  These
assessments are a requirement of the state.  The standardized tests are administered for the purpose
of evaluating district and school success.  Seventh grade students complete tests in social studies
and science while eighth grade students are given tests in mathematics, reading, and writing.  Results
of these tests are compared to other scores in the state, within District 97, and with other students
in our school.  These tests are one form of program assessment in our school and one of several
measures which determine individual student needs.

Julian Middle School continues to excel in all areas as reported in this year’s test results.  We are
very proud of student achievement levels as well as our dedicated and knowledgeable staff.  An
academically challenging curriculum and success for all students remain our top priority.  We are
committed to continual improvement of curriculum, instructional methods, assessments, and
collaborative working relationships with community and parents.

Assessments and student evaluations that occur in the classrooms are an integral part of program
evaluation and student assessment.  Development, revision, and refinement of evaluations by
teachers are ongoing.  By all measures, our students are provided with numerous opportunities to
grow and learn.  In addition to the instructional day, a number of activities are offered outside the
instructional day in the form of co-curricular activities.  Our pledge is to continue on the pathway
of excellence which will best prepare our students and your children for a lifetime of learning.

Sincerely,

Victoria E. Sharts, Ph.D.
Principal



Planned Improvement for Percy Julian Junior High School
2003-2004 School Year

School Leadership Team Initiatives

This coming year, the School Leadership Team and Julian staff has identified three broad goals for the
focus of our school improvement plan in 2003-04.  Each of the three goals has sub-topics that will
become part of the broader goal.  

Curriculum

Our curriculum efforts will focus specifically on reading and math.  Language arts bench marks have
been created during the summer and will be implemented during this school year.  No Child Left Behind
dictates special attention to these two subjects.  Revisions and refinement of math bench marks is
ongoing.

Special education instruction will be examined this year in all curriculum areas as well as for language
arts and math.  Wilson reading materials have been purchased for use in the instructional classrooms
and available to all teachers. 

Technology

In addition to curriculum development for the core subjects, the school and district continually examine
  ways to expand the use of technology.  Each classroom is linked to other schools in the district as well
as with the Internet.  Julian continues to build upon its already extensive home page accessed through
the district site: http//www.op97.k12.il.us.

Julian as well as other schools in the district will be able to access an observatory located on the roof
our new building.  Through the use of computers, the observatory can be programmed and information
can be collected. 

Our Career Modular Technology program utilizes technology in very unique ways.  Approximately
fifteen stations are available for students to explore such topics as flight simulation, fiber optics, and
aerodynamics.  Our CMT program will be available to all students in every grade.

Climate and Culture

Julian will examine all aspects of our school relating to climate and culture.  Work began in the spring
of 2003 to review civility programs that could be added to the advisory program.  Staff committees are
working on other topics related to such things as school spirit, presence of the arts and art displays
around the building, and school pride.
























