
Whittier’s “4th Grade Mall” will be helping businesses 
world-wide this year! 

 
 

In an effort to continue to teach our students about the 
value and importance of philanthropic outreach, the 4th 
grade will be adding a special new component to our 
economics unit at our “4th Grade Mall!”  During our Mall on 
May 15th and 16th, K-5 Whittier shoppers typically receive 
10 tickets that act as money; they can purchase products 
and services developed by our 4th grade entrepreneurs 
with these tickets.  This year, we will also be collecting real money to support a 
charity in Uganda that educates and supports small business owners about the 
same principles that our 4th grade entrepreneurs studied.  K-5 Whittier shoppers 
are welcome to bring $1 (or more!) of real money to the mall on May 15th or 16th 
to donate to the charity, Love Empowers.  We are excited to support Love 
Empowers as they bring experts to villages to provide community members with 
crucial training on agriculture, livestock, finances, and healthcare, creating a more 
sustainable future for their families and their community.  
   
Visit https://www.loveempowers.org/ for more information. 
 

https://www.loveempowers.org/


We need your help! 
 
 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian: 
 
The annual Whittier School Olympic Day is on Tuesday, May 28, 2019.  If you are 
available to help us with the activities of the day, please complete the bottom portion of 
this letter and return it to the school office by Wednesday, May 22. 
 
If you are able to help us, please arrive at the second floor gymnasium on Olympic Day 
no later than 7:45am for the morning session and/or 11:50am for the afternoon session. 
 
Olympic Day is always a highlight of the school year.  Without the strong support and 
participation of the parents it would not be possible to have this annual event.  We hope 
we can count on you for your support and participation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Coglianese 
Physical Education Dept. 
 

 
Olympic Day 
May 28, 2019 

 
Parent/Guardian name: ____________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian email: ____________________________________ 
 
I can help all day.  [   ] 
 
I can help half a day. [   ] ______AM _____PM 
 
 
Child’s Name: _____________________________ 
 
Child’s Teacher: ______________________________ 



Whittier Garden Cat Club 
Summer 2019 Schedule

Meet at Garden - Come for ONE meet up or ALL of them!!  
The second and fourth Thursday in June, July and August! 

Family FUN from 6:00pm to 7:30pm 

Questions?  Email the Garden Chair, Kristen Hollinden at  kristenhollinden@gmail.com 
The Whittier Garden is sponsored by The Green Team!   

June 13th June 27th July 11th

Volunteer Q&A/ 
Popsicle Night

Clean Up Litter 
Initiative

Garden 
Scavenger Hunt

July 25th August 8th August 22nd
Potluck Night Craft Night Service Day 

Garden Party



WHITTIER SCHOOL 
SUPPLY KITS

SIMPLIFY BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
WITH WHITTIER SCHOOL SUPPLY KITS

Available through Carlson School Supplies
For 2019-2020

KINDERGARTEN: $48
1ST GRADE: $45
2ND GRADE: $42
3RD GRADE: $55
4TH GRADE: $60
5TH GRADE: $58

Headphones/earbuds/calculators may be added for an additional charge, 
if your child does not already own them 

ORDER ONLINE NOW THROUGH JUNE 7 
WWW.WHITTIERPTO.ORG 

School Supply Kits will be delivered to your child’s classroom in time for the start of school 

PLEASE BE SURE TO ORDER FOR YOUR CHILD’S GRADE NEXT YEAR

Questions? Email schoolkits@whittierpto.org
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Recycle soft 
plastic here!
To celebrate Earth 
Week this year, we 
will be collecting clean 
and dry soft plastic 
(bags and wrappers) 
in a lobby collection 
box.

Help Whittier 
Go Green!

Did you know that plastic bags are NOT recyclable in our Oak 
Park bins? In fact they cause problems at recycling centers and should
*never* be put in our regular bins. They CAN be recycled in special bins at
grocery stores…..and for a short time, at Whittier! Bring your dry, clean plastic 
bags in for recycling until April 26th. 

Ask your kids what BYOBB means - - the Green Team brought in 
JoeyFineRhyme for an educational assembly all about how 
we can be good stewards of our planet - - reducing, 
reusing and recycling bags is one of the ways we can 
make a difference! 



Recycle soft plastic 
here at Whittier! 

Why not? 
Soft plastics ruin the 
recycling equipment and 
get stuck in sorters. If a 
recycling bin contains 
plastic bags, Waste Mgmt
considers the whole batch 
contaminated, and the 
whole load is tossed in the 
landfill.



Support your PTO & Help the
Monarchs & Bees in your Garden!

Go to http://tinyurl.com/wcwo2019
to pre-order kits and other native
plants by May 19th.

WCWO will donate $8 for each kit purchased to YOUR SCHOOL. Plant 
pick-up is Sat. JUNE 1, 10am-2pm in the Euclid Methodist Church parking 
lot, 405 S Euclid in Oak Park. More plants and kits will be for sale that day.

Each kit contains 10 plants. The Monarch & More Sun Kit and the
Shade kit each cost $38, which is less than plants purchased 
separately. They provide all that Monarch caterpillars and adults, and bees
and others need to grow up happily, plus food for birds. See the website for 
plant photos and growing tips and to buy other plants too.

WCWO is a local non-profit promoting ecologically friendly landscaping and environmental education. Distribution of information by a 
community group in accordance with District 97 policy does not imply, directly or indirectly, that the group's program(s), event(s) and/or 
service(s) is sanctioned, sponsored or endorsed by the district, the Board of Education or the superintendent.

The Easy Garden Kits from 
West Cook Wild Ones (WCWO) 
will let you create a garden that 
attracts Monarchs and other 
butterflies and provides food and 
habitat for native bees and many 
other wonderful creatures.

HOW does it work? Add a kit to 
your online cart on the website. 
Click on Cart, then put the name 
of your school in the box at lower
left. After June 1, the schools will 
get $8 per kit. Open to parents, 
neighbors, or anyone! Contact 
westcook@outlook.com with 
questions.

http://wild-ones-west-cook.myshopify.com/
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Thank you for a Wonderful Year!  

It?s hard to believe we are only a few weeks away from wrapping 
up the school year. We?ve had so many wonderful memories with 
our Whittier family.

THANK YOU!  
Thank you to all the PTO Chairs and volunteers for making this a 
great year for our us and enriching our school culture. YOU make 
it happen. Thank you especially for Kristen Hollinden for 
planning and coordinating our Service Day. She made it happen 
in spite of the rain! Thank you also to Melanie Van Horn for all 
your work with the Teacher Appreciation Week lunch, to Shelley 
Gustavson for coordinating the Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 
and Betsy Hart for f inishing off  spring with our End of the Year 
Picnic and Pizza Party. May is a busy month, but we appreciate 
you making time for your school to end on a strong note. 

SPECIAL NEEDS ACCOMMODATIONS AND THE PTO 
Please look out for new and improved services in PTO events and 
programs for our population of students with special needs in 
the year 2019-2020. If  you have any questions please contact 
Shailushi Ritchie at shailushi@gmail.com. 

COMING NEW TO WHITTIER! 
Whitt ier is expecting an upgrade in our sound equipment in the 
auditorium. We are hoping to unveil it soon. Thank you Mary 
Furman for leading these efforts!

FAREWELL! 
A huge thank you to our fearless leader Brigitte Brostrom for her 
two years of service as PTO Co-President. You?ve innovated some 
great ideas and have left a lasting impact. THANK YOU!!! 

WELCOME! 
Shesel Washington will be rising as our Co-President, along with 
Sofia Villafuerte this fall. We are looking forward to making some 
great changes at Whitt ier.  

See you al l  at  the End of  Year Picnic May 17!

Have a great summer!   
Brigitte Brostrom & Sofia Villafuerte
Your PTO Co-Presidents  

PTO OPEN POSITIONS FOR 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 

If  you are interested in volunteering 
for the Whittier PTO please consider 
one of the volunteer positions that 
will be opening up for next year. The 
commitments are for one year unless 
otherwise specif ied. Please email 
Sofia Villafuerte at 
sof iavil lafuerte@gmail.com for 
questions or if  you?re ready to commit.

Fun Fair Co-Chairs, 2 Needed
Advertise for and recruit for volunteers for the Fun Fair, 
coordinate the day of, order games from company. About one 
hour per week for leading up to event and about f ive hours the 
day of the event.  

Back to School  Picnic Chair 
Advertise for and recruit for volunteers for the Back to School 
Picnic, coordinate the day of, order food. About one hour per 
week for leading up to event and about f ive hours the day of the 
event.  

Service Day 
Plan an Earth Day-inspired school beautif ication project. This 
entails managing the volunteers and ordering the mulch. It is a 
one-time event.
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First Day of School - Wednesday, August 28

Watch for the Back to School Event!



Whit t ier School  Supply Kits
Give yourself  a break and let Whitt ier PTO do your school supply shopping for 
the 2019-2020 school year!  With a few clicks now, you can purchase your 
child?s school supplies for next year and have your child?s school supply kit 
waiting in the classroom that f irst day of school. 

Please note that items such headphones, earbuds, and calculators are 
REQUIRED but l isted as optional items in case you prefer to bring them from 
home.  Under ?optional? items, if  you wish, you can also donate to our 
Specials Teachers? Supply Fund, which provides tissues, disinfectant wipes, 
and hand sanitizer for our specials classrooms.

Not all items listed on the school supply list (such as backpacks and water bottles) will be included in the 
kits, so if  you do choose to order a kit, please plan to check your child?s supply list just to make sure you 
have everything. 

You can place your order on the Whittier PTO website whitt ierpto.org now through June 7.

Questions? Please contact schoolkits@whittierpto.org.

Get in the Know! 
Register on Whit t ier PTO?s Website Today!
 

Whitt ier PTO?s website at www.whitt ierpto.org has new, exciting tools to keep you connected and informed 
on the latest with PTO events and programs? but if  you haven?t registered, you won?t be able to log in to the 
site and use these tools.  

In fact, you must be registered, otherwise you won?t be able to see the online directory, private content, 
WISE class registration next year, and volunteer signups.

Register now so that you can wind down this school year and start up the next one feeling connected and 
informed.  You?ll know where to f ind the information you need at www.whitt ierpto.org, whether it comes 
from the online directory, customized privacy settings, the school and PTO calendar, information on 
upcoming events, volunteer opportunities, or WISE class information. 

This may be your last reminder before the new school year starts!

Please register now at  www.whit t ierpto.org

ON SALE NOW 
THRU JUNE 7!

http://www.whittierpto.org
http://www.whittierpto.org
http://www.whittierpto.org


THEME POEMS FROM MRS. 
NELSON'S FIRST GRADERS

by Colleen by Georgia

by Madden by Maria



by Jocelyn by Julian

by Jasmine

by Rocky

by Elizabeth

by Jacob



by Masonby Ricardo

by Mario by Braylen

by Jonahby Elliott



by Latifah by Arlo

by Mimi by Karim

by Dante

by Colin



student  submissions
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How it this the last month of school?! Happy end of the school year Whittier wildcat families! All grades have been working 
extremely hard to get ready for our f irst annual S.L.A.M showcase featuring work from Spanish, Library, Art, and Music. We have been 
making displays for the music and Spanish performances along with art to f inish our curriculum for the year. Work from the entire 
school year will be on display throughout the building for all to see. I hope you all can make it! 

On another note, earlier this month we had an Art Expo at the Cheney Mansion featuring art from all over the Chicagoland area. I was 
only allowed to have nine students represent Whitt ier and they represented us well!!! They were: Jad, El Marzouki, Claudia Ravage, 
Leo Persoon, Ian Hollinden, Gwen Coffaro, Theresa Olson, Gaspar Villafane, Pretti Mirmira and Zeke Limberg. 

Can't wait for all students to have work displayed, because everyone has done such a great job this school year. 

See you all at the S.L.A.M. Showcase! 

Miss. Connell

Now with Librar
y news!

Physical Educat ion
In May, PE classes continue with a variety of teamwork skil ls, cooperative game skills and nutrit ion. As always, each class will 
emphasize f itness, being a positive sport and showing your best effort. It is impressive to see the progress all students are making in 
their physical education class. 

Also coming up on Tuesday May 28 is Whitt ier?s Olympic Day. Olympic Day is an all-day event where everyone is set up with a team 
leader. Teams rotate through dif ferent activity stations for an exciting, fun-f il led day. Stations are indoors and out, hopefully the 
weather cooperates for all of us! 

Keep up the great effort Wildcats!
Mr. Coglianese 

Ar t



Hello Whittier Families,

Happy Spring! No more snow! 

April was a busy month here in the library. The One Book, One 
School reading program has been a wonderful addition to the 
spring fun. All grade levels are reading The Miraculous Journey 
of Edward Tulane together. The kindergarten and f irst grades are 
making a paper bag book to go along with their reading. We?ve 
spent a few weeks putting them together; be sure to ask your 
child what is in the secret pockets!

The second graders have been practicing reciting and staging 
Readers Theater plays that will be showcased at the S.L.A.M. 
night on May 21. Ask your child if  they participated in ?The Tiger 
and the Brahman,? ?The Rabbit and the Lion? or ?The Boy Who 
Wanted the Will ies.? They are pretty funny! 

The third grade has been studying types of poetry, reading 
haikus, non-f iction, and learning about rhythm and rhyme. They 
will be reciting several poems at their S.L.A.M. night on May 20.

The fourth and f if th grades spent three weeks writ ing mini book 
reports about a favorite book with a persuasive element to share 
with anyone looking for new books to read this summer.  We 
recorded them before a green screen, edited them in Do Ink, and 
uploaded them to Flipgrid so that all the fourth and f if th graders 
can see everyone?s creativity. They look amazing! Ask to watch a 
few on their iPads...they are very clever. In May, the students 
will be participating in an Edward Tulane Escape Room, solving 
riddles with clues to unlock the last puzzle. It?s a great way to tie 
the whole book together as we f inish reading.

Enjoy the warmer weather and the last month of your school 
year!

Terri McConville
tmcconville@op97.org
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Library

Addit ional  SLAM informat ion:
*Students should arrive 15 minutes before their performance time
*Students should wear their ?Where I Belong? shirt (or a Whittier or blue shirt) and comfortable shoes 
and pants for the event. 

It 's Alm ost  Spr ing S.L.A.M. Tim e!



Students have been preparing for their S.L.A.M. showcase in a 
variety of ways. Fourth graders explored creative movement 
featuring animals connected to our mosquito story that we?ll be 
presenting, while f irst graders have been doing movement 
exploration connected to the form of a song they are singing. 
Fif th graders learned a modif ied fan dance similar to dances in 
Korea. Third graders f inished up their recorder unit, having 

learned B, A and G on the instruments. Second graders have 
created speech pieces to go along with the stories they learned 
in library. Lastly, kindergarteners have been doing exploring 
dif ferent parts of their voices to represent the dif ferent animals 
in ?Rumble in the Jungle.? 

We can?t wait to share all we?ve been learning!

Music

Whit t ier Chorus and Warbler Concert

The Whittier Chorus and the Warblers WISE class will be having 
a joint concert Thursday, May 30 at 3:15 pm in the auditorium to 
f inish out a great year or singing!

Whittier PTO, 

Thank you so much for our two stage f lats and stage boxes which will grace 
the auditorium stage soon for our S.L.A.M. performances!

From,

Mrs. Karia, Ms. Connell, Sra. Aguirre, Sra. Rodriguez and Ms. McConville

Spanish
Hola familias,

I can?t believe the end of the year is on the horizon! It has been a fun and exciting school year en la clase de Español! 

Students in K-1 are getting ready for our S.L.A.M. Showcase on May, 20/21. We are singing and acting out some of our favorite songs 
complementing our curriculum. Second grade students are also getting ready with Readers Theater en Español in collaboration with 
our wonderful l ibrarian, art and music teachers. Fourth and f if th graders are reviewing their scripts and acting out roles during class. 

We are excited to perform on our big night for the showcase, the kids are working hard to demonstrate our talents on stage! I hope 
you all can make it!

Hasta Pronto~
Sra. Aguirre
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SUPERFLEX: Rock Brain & Rex Flexinator
Do you know someone who gets stuck on their own ideas or only thinks about themselves? 

If  so, Ms. Ryan, Whittier?s K-5 Social Worker, would like to introduce you to Rock Brain and 
Rex Flexinator from the Superf lex®: A Superhero Social Thinking Curriculum.

The power Rock Brain has over your brain?

He will get the person to do only what he wants to do and will not 
let him negotiate with other people. The person is not a good 
problem-solver and tries one solution that's not working over and 
over again. This person may be very rule bound in his thinking, 
only seeing one way to a solution.

Rex Flexinator helps defeat  Rock Brain by?

- Building listening skills so people can hear a 
group?s ideas and plans

- Building f lexible thinking skills so people can 
go along with the group?s plan

- Building problem-solving skil ls so people can 
try dif ferent solutions instead of repeating the 
same, unsuccessful solutions.



Scrumptious f lavor 
Fantastic schemes of color 
Light and f luffy cake 
Daydreams with sprinkles 
Topped with cherries 
Moist and dreamy desserts 
Winning a special place in my heart 
-Anna Kaegi 
 

Skyscrapers 
Tall boxes 
Full of windows 
Looking out into  
The world 
Friendship, love and joy 
Scraping the clouds 
Making a dent in the sky. 
-Lucy Koschmann

Cheetahs are ZIPPY! 
If  a human 
wanted to race  
a cheetah 
they would  
LOSE! 
-Tahlia Bracey 

A waving rectangle 
Of confidence and strength. 
Each star a story. 
Each stripe a beauty. 
Telling stories of courage. 
-Loie Burwell  

A round hard ball, 
Connecting with the bat, 
Sailing through the air, 
BOOM it?s gone! 
Walk off  home-run! 
My teams WINS it! 
-Ashton Brown

Cookies 
Yummy 
Tasty 
Making my mouth water 
Fill ing my tummy with deliciousness 
Sweet like babies. 
-Joe?nay Pittman 

Vibrating in my hand 
Loving the feel  
of the fantastically soft yarn. 

Clacking sounds of knitt ing needles 
Metal against metal 
Admiring the emerging pattern. 

Linking together 
Hopes and dreams 
Relaxing my heart. 
-Milan Gandhi 
 

Puppies 
Cute and cuddly, 
Big or small, 
All shapes, sizes, and colors 
So many to be found, 
And loved. 
-Vivian Overbeck 

Wolves 
Fierce creatures 
Run day and night 
On their ever so long journey 
To the top. 

They battle hard  
against pollution. 
As f ierce as the eagle stalking its 
prey. 

Some day they will make it to the top 
Passing  
all the obstacles in the 
way 
Awooooow! 
-Vienna Loss-Hamilton 

Skiing on the mountains 
Flying like the wind 
Hiking for miles 
Camping up high 
Feeling brave 
-Cooper Rockey 

Flowers blooming every spring 
Sun and water is all it takes 
Soil too.  

Whoosh! The f lowers dance in the 
sweet breeze 
The sun shines with a bright smile.   

Flowers closing up for the next 
season. 
Always waiting for future blooms. 
-Sylvia Volk

Just l ike air 
Why is something  
Blowing away 
Grabbing anything 
Light as a feather 
Papyrus, plastic bags 
Discarded paper 
Amazingly 
Fascinating  
Wind. 
-Zoe Daly 

Baby Brothers
Someone 
 you can talk to 
 Someone 
 you can love 
 A person 
 who grows, grows 
 Up to be you. 
 A person 
 Who loves you. 
 -Leo Persoon  

Free Verse Poem s f rom  Mrs. 
Druckm iller 's Second Graders
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GET READY FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

Whit t ier 101 Series 
Academic and Behavioral  Supports for Whit t ier Students 

DATE: Saturday, September 14, 2019
TIME: 9 am to 12 pm
WHERE: Whitt ier Elementary

TOPICS: 

We will discuss topics that include?  
*What happens when my child seems to be fall ing behind in school?  
*I don?t think my child is learning the way other students are?  
*What is the positive behavior support system (PBIS)?  
*What is social justice and how is it being used in the classroom? 

Sponsored the Whittier Diversity Committee

Childcare and refreshments will be provided 

Balance it out 
Balance it out 

Stanza 1 
Stressed, unstressed, unstressed 
Repeat  

Use a scale  
And  
Don?t 
Pout  

Stanza 2 
Unstressed, unstressed, unstressed 
Stressed 
Stressed 
Stressed 
-Lennox Ritchie 

WWE 
Smackdown! 
I?m a fan. 
Raw! 
Amazing outf its! 
Pinned! 
Watching every day  
Much to my sister?s dismay.
-Amoni Blanchard 

 

 Scrumptious 
Delightful 
Taste 
 
Melty  
Creamy 
Mixture 
 
Frosty 
Cold 
Dessert 
-Zoë Irvine 
 
 

There was a baseball 
Flying up 
In the air 
It went so high 
That it touched the sky 
Then  
It  
Went  
Down 
Down  
Down  
Until it hit the 
Ground. 
-Alejandro Barerra 

Flying so high 
In the air 
I wish I could be up there 
 
Flying in the sky 
It?s no fair 
I wish I could be up there 
 
They are so shy 
Without a care 
In the world. 
 
Some are above the tide 
The sky is their lair 
I want to be up there. 
-Jackson Grif f in 
 
 

Rhymes 
Wood and good 
Go and Mo 
Boom and doom 
Dog and Jog 
Endings that sound the same 
-Nathan Lattyak 

WANT TO SAVE 
THE DATE?

SAVE THE 
FLYER ON THE 
NEXT PAGE!
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